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To the Sober and truly Chriſtian 
R Eel DER. 


Worthy and much terconred Sir, 

tis N regard of this ſcribling generation of eurs ( in 
5 the waich there 18 no end of writing of Books } 

SA wherein molt men of all perſwaſions in matters 

Wd of Relig1on, are fo forward { both in Preſs and 


V 
27 Pulpit ) ro vent their own conceptions as meet 
___ expedients for the future ſettlement of theſe 
poor diſtracted and unſettled Nations. I was before the publica- 
tion of theſe enfuing Propoſals to rhe preſent Parliament, as a- 
verie in my Principles ( being bur a private perſon ) from pub- 
1:ſhing any thing of the like nature as any perſon whatſoever, 
And the rather becauſe I obſerved thar whatever men had pro- 
poſed therein, did produce io ſmall effes as to the accom;lith- 
ment for which they were intended, although I am perſwaded 
that the parties themſelves thought their own apprehenſions 
were for publick good ; yer being weighed in the ballance of the 
Sanctuary, and in the ſcales of right reaſon (1n regard they were 
ſo narrow in their affertions, as not including all intereſts ) upon 
due examination they were found too light ; bur yet nocwich- 
ſtanding when I conſidered wich my ſelf, that if a conveniett 
way could pothbly be imagined and found our to reconcile, ſatis- 
fie, and ſecure all intereſts rogether : I thought ir would be a 
very acceptable work, and ſhould thereby render my ſelfe wor- 
thy of my Countriesaccepration, ( even as ic doth often times 
fall our-when two parties are at variance, by the intervening of a 


- third perſon, propoſing ſemthing for both their ſarisfactions, 


they are at length brought to agree, And Solomon himſelfe ſaith 
Prov. 18. 17. He that is firſt in his own cauſe ſeemeth juſt, but 


brs nt:ghbour cometh and ſearcheth him} was then perſwaded 
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(2) 
and reſolved to preſent my ſerious thoughts to publick conſide- 
ratien ; And the Lord of his mercy give a bleſſing therunto.; 
And cruly Chrifttan Reader if thou haſt bur the leatt grain of 
candor ( or true affection to thy native Country ) in thy bref}, 
and if thou wilr bur peruſe theie enſuing lines, in regard 1 do as 
firongly allerc thy intereſt both as a man, and as a. Chrittian 
( though of what perſwaiton ſoeve: thou art in matters of Reji- 
vion for I leave that co God to whoſe Judgement alone thou 
muſt ſand or fall at the laſt day ) as any perſons whatſoever. 1 
am verily pzrſwaded thou wile then ſay that they are nor hereci- 
call bur peaceable ; And truly when ſay I do ailert thy thterett 
as a man, and as a Chriſtian, methinks I ſee ſuch an Emphaſis in 
the words, that the very cogiations thereof thould always poſ- 
ſeſs thy ſoul with high admiration, For as thou art the firſt,chou 
art a moſt noble creature, and the great Creator and poſleſſor 
of Heaven and Earth, who when he firſt ereted this ſublunary 
and ately fabrick, made thee at the laſt, and gave thee the 
ſeigneury, the Lordihip, and Dominion over the workmanſhip 
of his own hands, and what portion he hath allotred'inthis life, 
which if acquired neither by force nor fraud ( bur with the bleſ- 
fing of God accompanied with thy own carefull induſtry ) rhou 
haſt ſo firm a right and propriety thereunto ( and that by rhe 
Magna Charra of Heaven it ſelf ) rhat none of thy fellow 
creatures of what ranck or quality ſoever, ought ( withotk an ap- 
parent violation to the Statutes aforeſaid ) to impair, or of the 


leaſt mite thereof to diſ-poſleſs thee. If thou wilt but turn to. 


the 2 Heb. 7. there thou maiſt ſee thy true efegiesin the *plaſs 
of Gods Word. And as thdb art the latter, thou art fat more 
' fore tranſcendently glorious and neble then inthe former, for 
in the firſt place as thou art in this ſtate, thou art not now ( as 
were the Jews of old ) under the Lay of Moſes, byr under the 
Lay of (hrift. God might Gf it had pleaſed him ) as well have 
impoſed as heavy a yoak upon thee, as he did upon them, and 
have given thee no other reaſon for the ſame thenhe gave unto 
them, viz.. Thou ſhalt doſo and ſo I AM THE LORD. 
And indeed rhere is no other reaſon to he given for any of the 
Lords proceedings as you read Rev. 4. lt Thou art worthy Oh 
Lerd to receive glory, honeur, and power, for thou haſt created all 


things 
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things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were created, But in the New 
Covenant he hath been more indulgent unto thee in giving thee Chri- 
ſian liberty, and this is that libezrry wherewith Chritt hach made'us 
free, and inthe which we are experted to ſtand faſt, Gal, 5, 1, Not 
a liberty of licenciouineis to lin ( God forbid ), bura libercy ro love 
one another, And being by Chritt delivered from the hands of our e- 
nemies { ſome whereof as the Apottle intimates, -Epheſ. 2.15. Was 
the Law even the Law of (ommandements and Carnall Ordinances, 
which was at enmity agawft us) we migat now ſerve God ( not accord- 
ing to the traditions and inventions of men ) in holineſs and righte- 
ouineſs all the dayes of onr lite. Bur again as thou art in this ſtare, to 
make up the perfe&ion of thy glory thou art heir of eternall life, and 
ſaying this it 15 impolible for me to write plzs ultra and therefore in 


' this particular I muſt leave thee. . 


Having naw(Ch:ittian R-ader)given thee a talt,before I con utrhee 
any farcher this one ching I {al premiſe of rhe which T ſhal defire thee « 
ro take {pecial cognizance which peradventure may be a prevailing ar- 
oument with thee toproceed farther in the peruſal,v:z, That I am anun- 
biaſſed perſon as tothe many Seets ( being joyn'd to no one paſticular 
Cogregationwhatſcever,yecl hope a good Chriſtian,as boing <oyirc:d, 
chat being a member of a Congregarionis net the only eflential projzr- 
ry tomake up a rue believer) which at this day are lo rifeanzong us. Yer 
rhis I muſt needs tell rhee, that in ſundry reſpects I could willingly 
joyn hands with every one of them ; nay, I ſhall not exempr thac fo 
contemptible and ſo deſpiſed Sect which hath lacely riſen amongtt us, 
namely the poor Quakers ( as bzing utwilling co exclude them” our of 
the verge of my Chciltian charicy ). Bur yer herein I would nor bee 
miſtaken ( and ſo my Charity abuſech for thou muſt know that 1 do 


 perſe&tly abhor and deteſt many of his extravagant principles and per- 


formances;Byr yer upon diſcourte with the ſober parry of themcuch 1 
mean as will ne a reſponſe ro what one thal proround ro them ) they 
do utterly difown and renounce ſuc extravagancites, And ſome agzin 
are apt to imagine that thoſe perſons which act them, are purpoicly 
employed by other Sects co biing an Od: u-on them, hoiv true this 
is I cannot cell, and therefore ( hoc per viam ) I thall proceed. 

In my common obſervation, I have :aken notice of three parties 
more eſpeciallamong us who alchough chey do all unanimouſly concur 
in acknowledging one God, even the Father of our Lo:d Jeſus Chriſt, 
and do all expect to'be faved by one and the ſame Faith, even by faich 
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-3n that one God through bis dear San the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Yet nots. 


withitanding dotheſe parties endeavour as much as in taem lyes ( fo 
oiten as they come in poiyer and auihority ) to cruth, root out, extir- 
pare ( if 1c were potlible ) the very race ene 8f.another, and do hate 
and contemn one another, even to the very death, and that upon no 
otizer account, then ſome finall difference in judgement. Thus I fay is a 
I»!mentacion, and will be for a lamentation. 

I remember ir was juſt ſo ( as the lexrned Joſep;5e5 ww his Hiſtory of 
the Warrs of the Jews doth relate ) incoat mot famous City of Jers- 
ſatem,immediarely before its total ruine & deſolation,whicawas a ſure 
and certain Symprome ( and it is too too much to be feared allo of 
ours, if the mercy ef God prevent not ) of 1s approaching milertes, 
And itis worth eur obſervation that jult ſo ir will be in the great Ciry 
of Rome ( that ſcarlet whore and myfticall Babylon ) when ſhe ſhall 
come,in remembrance before God ro give unto her the Cup of the 
Wineof the fiercneſs of his wrach as you read, Rev. 16, 19. The 
Lord of his mercy grant that this may be a preſſing conſideration co u- 
nite b-fore the fierce anger of God { for our inteſtine divifions ) do 
break inupon us and there b2 non2 ro deliver, - 

The parties before mentioned I preſume ( Chrittian Reader ) chou 
haſt already in thy thoughts, yer for method ſake, I thall here take the 
pains ts inſert them, which are ir. particular as followerh, 21z.. 


1. The Epiſcopal. 
2, The Precbyrerias. 
3. The Seilariar, 


And now I have ſumm'd them together, I preſume alſo I need not 


give thee a particulzr deſcription and character ( although of the fe- | 


cond of theſe thou wilt find a pretty definition in my next Epiſtle ) of 
all theſe in generall, how and upon what accompt they came to be thus 
ſeverally diſtinguiſh'd ; Yer [ ſhall here take the libercy a little ro 
expatiate my ſelfe in giving you the ſenſe and apprehenlions ( wherein 
allo I ſhall reprove and diſcover the imbeciilicies and imperfections ) 
of every one of them. 

In the firſt place therefore I do verily belizve and am fully perſwa- 
ded thatthe two former of theſe ( I thall herein joyn chem borh co- 
oether, for in this reſpe& they are Simeon and Levi ) do exceedingly 
rraduce and falſly aſperſe the Se&arian party ( althouga there .1s = 
thing 
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thing more rife in their mouthes,and inall their publique Declatarions 
and Peritions for a free Parliament they do declare for the ſuppretfion 
of them upon that very account ) in ſaying that they are ag:inlt Mazi- 
ſtracy and Minittry ; when as daily experience toevery unbiatled per- 
ſon do:h manif<ſt the contrary ; neither 15 It poTible for any ra tom! 
man whatſoever ( bur only tuch beſorred perſonz who will make any 
thing a plea for their extirparton ) ro mike ſuch a conclulion, 14 the 
reaton is apparent, v1z, that unleile they have the former, ſich as may 
be a cerror toevill doers,and for rhe encouragement ani prait of th:m 
thar do well ; this inconvenience will immediately follow, as we may 
read ir did de fatto, Judges 21. 25. when there w.is zo King in Ijraet, 
ard then every man did that which was right m his own eyes, And as for 
the latrer, they do ſee ſuch reaſon for their necetſute, that they th:m- 
ſelves do maincaine ſuch upon their own account. Yer ſv far am 1 wil- 
ling ro concede wich theſe imptous wretches in-cheir ſcandalous afper- 
tions, thar I do verily believe they are againſt both ( 1 know they will 
readily reply; tha this 1s a ſeeming contradiction, bur yer ifch2y will 
apprehend me aright, the paradox 18 true ) I meane againft ſuch ( an1 
herein alſo not againſt their perſons fimply confidered, bur only againſt 
their principles ) whoare of an impoſing and perſecuting ipiic in mat-- 
ters of Religion, 

Againe, I doe verily believe and am fully perſwvaded alſo concern- 
ing the Azabapriſts( and all others of the ſeEtarianpartie ) who are of 
the like perſwaſion) that they doe extreamly erre when they doz af- 
firme that all the Miniſters in Ezg/and(and all others that will not con- 
forme torhem)are Antichriſts,when as if they will but impartially pzr- 
uſe che ſacred records,there they may finde that rhoſe onely are Arr i- 
chriſts in a Scripture ſenſe, thar deny the Father and the Sonne,ar.d de- 
ny that Jeſus C hrift is come inthe Mh. Their extravagancies herein 
made nor long ſince an honeſt and moderate Presbyrerian Miniſter ( in 
my hearing) affirme and ſay,chat he was gl:d and had canſe to rejoyce 
at the late turne when the Parliamenc were poflc<ſt of their old ſeares 
againe, that the Anabaptiſts (who were before thicker in office then a- 
ny other perſwaſion ) were layd aſide; for, ſaid he, Thad rather have 
any perſwaſion ſet ar the ſterne then thoſe ; and my reaſon is this, Be- 
cauſe they looke upon me to be Anrichriſt, and they ſay that Antichriſt 
muſt be deſtroyed ; bur whether rney mean by the ſword of the Spirit, 
or by a mareriall ſword, I know not,and therefore I ſhould be lo:h(faid 
he ) togive my voyce for them ayaine to make the concluſion, And 


there-- 
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therefore if when they were in authoritie, had rhey inſtead of graſping 
at the whole government inthemlelves,buc embraced thar molt excel- 
lent and wholeſome counſel of the Apoſtle, Phil, 4. 5. And had decla- 
red for and eſtabliſhed juſt and righteous principles for the ſatisfa&ion 
and ſecuritie of all parties in generall,doubtleſs then this Nation would 
before this time have been in a faire tendency towards a true ſettle- 
men. ; Bur is now reduced ſo exceeding low and poore, that it lyes 
even at the laſt gaſp for want thereof. Bur I proceed, | 

Againe, it is the very Sriefe of my ſoule to confider how all theſe 
parties ingenerall arepufted up with ſuch a ſtrong conceir of their own 
opinions;ſo that I have often obſerved, the one he will vaunt it and ſay 
( like the proud Phariſee ) thanks God I ans not a Precbyerian ; and a 
ſecond, he will ſay, / bleſs God I ans not an Epiſcepal:as ; a third,he will 
ſay, I am neither an Epiſcopalian, nor yet a Presbyterian : nay, the very 
Miniſters themſelves of the two former in their funerall Sermons for 
their deceaſed friends, by way of Ezcomum, will oftentimes adde this 

| Elogie to make up the reſt of their commendations, viz. That the par- 
tie deceaſed was a true member of the Church, and not poyſoned with 
any SeRarian principles, which (they ſay ) have ſprang up in this vipe- 
rous generation : So that in theſe reſpects they are all, moſt worthy of 
that ſharpe reproofe, which the Apoſtle Paw did give the Corinthians 
upon : he ſame account, as you may reade, 1 Cor. 1, 10, 11, 12, &c. 

I will hope (Chriſtian Reader) that thou arc not a perſon,which falls 
under this uſe of reprehenſion, bur if thou art, I doe moſt humbly im- 
portune thee that as thou tendereſt thy everlaſting ſalvation,and as thou 
would(t not be ſeperated from the preſence of God to all erernitie, 
chat thou wouldit have a ſpectall care of this moſt damnable and Hea- 
ven-provoking fin of ſpirituall pride : ok-remember (1 ſay, iterum at- 
que iterum remember ), that this was the fin that tempted our firſt Pa- 
rents to taſte of the forbidden fruir. And this was the fin rhat cauſed 
the evill Angells not to keep their firſt eſtate, bt left their owne habi- 
tation, and are now reſerved under chames of darkneſs till the Tudgement 
of the great day. Who art thou ? thou vaine worthleſs worm ; . nav ( if 
abſtracted from thy Creator ) leſs then nothing, that thou ſhouldſt be 
ſo puft up,with ſuch a conceit thar thou art betrer then. others, when as 
the Apoſtle x Cor. 4. 7. doth filence thee in one verſe, that if thou art 
berter or more ſpirituall then others, whe made thee to differ, and what 
haſt thou that thou haſt not recerved; and therefore ro whom ſhouldſt 
thou aſcribe the glory, but to him from whom thou didſt receive it ; 

| Ler 


foundations thereof growing rotten and exceeding much to decay, {o 
| B 
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Ler me tell thee ( whoſozver thou art ) that this is ſo face from ſelf- 
deniall ( fo frequently inculcargd in tacred Writ for our imitayion ) 
that thou dot thereby intrench upon the peereleſs prerogative of Al- 
mighry God, whoſe prerogative 1t 15 alone to have high thoughts of 
himſelfe. Bur to proceed. 

As theſe parties before-mention2d are oppoſite one to another in 
fpiricualls, ſo alſo are they ar as great diſtance ( in ſundry poynts in re- 
lation to government ) in remporflls, as by rhe ſequel of chis Epiltle ic 
will plainly appeare. As for inttance, 

Firſt, The Epiſcopall partie they affirme that unleſs the King be a- 
oaine reſtored to his former principaliries, which ts ( ſay they ) his un- 
doubr2d birth-right and inherirance, and unleſs they can have a full and 
a free Parliamenr,conſiſting of the chree former eſtates of this Nation, 
v2, King, Lords and Commons,we cannot polibly haye any peace and 
tranquilicie in this Common-wealth. 

Secondly , The Presbyterian partie, thzy alſo harp mvch upon the 
fame ſtring, and ſay, Thar unleſs we have 2 free and a full Parliament, 
conſiſting of ſuch like concommirants , who may eſtablith Religion in 
its full fo:c2 and ſplendor, we canno: poilibly exp2& any ſertlement in 
this Conmon-w.alth, 

Thirdly , The tectarian partie, they alſo have as enlarged choughrs 
as the two o.1:7er tor a fill and 2 free Parhament ( as the undoubred 
birch-righ: of ch2 Eg/1ft Nu ion ) but withall fay they, that unleſs we 
can have ſome thing ttr't : 2c1-:24,but more eſpecially Libzrtie of con- 
ſcience in ih2 exercit2 of Retizion, thev do at preſenc ſuſpend rheir 
Judgements, and think? thar a full and a fre2 P: !tament is not the on- 
ly prob1bl2 mzanes ( at rhis juncture of time ) to ſecure rhe peace and 
proſperitie of this Common-wealth., 

As ro the la{t of theſe I ſhallnormake any reply,as being partly con- 
vinced to be of the fame judgement ; Bur as to the two firſt ( whereby 
to allay and aflwage the hear of the hot ſpirited Cavalier, together with 
the rigid and Royall Precbyter, among whom Mr. Prize himfelte is al- 
ſo included ) I ſhall here 2gaine atlume the liberrie a lictle ro enlarge 
by preſenting a few ſober & important Queries (ſome whereof I found 
the orh-r day ready eng to my hands 1n a printed theere of payer ) 
to their ſer1ous Confiderations., 

I. Whether Mr. Pr:i#» (or any other male contenred perſons of the 
like perſwaſion ) having a melt magnificent and ſtately houſe, and the 


that 
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that unleſſe it be more ſtrongly ſecured and repaired ( which might be 
done with a very inconſiderable coſt ) 1would endanger the falling 
d:ne of tne whole ſuperſtruQure,whether any of theſe perſons would 
not willingly (rather then ſuffer their houle to fall tothe ground) be ar 
the expences of reparations in this particular ? 

11. Whether that deſcription-and character of a King breathed forth 
ro the Propher by the infallible Spirit of God, 1 Sam. 8. hath nor been 
true in all agzs of the norlaoly Iam i: hath pleaſed God our 
of ſpeciall favour to his people to raile them up an upright & juſt Mo- 
narche ſo rhar have we noryft ground to feare ( in regard wee are ſo- 
madly enraged and inſenfed, that nothing will content us bur a kingly 
oovernment{ alrhough God hath moft ignally in legible charaQers 
ſhewen his late diſpleaſure rherewir? in the torall abolition thereof ) 
leaſt he ſhould ( as he did to the people of the Jewes ) give us a king 
in his wrath. - 

' UI. Whether the Kings of England ( or fingle perſons ) as chiefe 
Magiſtrates thereof, had their right and title rhereunto, by the imme- 
diare deſignation & appointment of Alnughrte God, ſo that'they could 
as properly-ſay, as David and Saul could, That they were the Lords 4- 
nornt ed, ; 

IV. Whether if not by Gods immediate _—_— It Was not ac- 
quired ar the firſt by force or fraud, or conferr'd uponthem by muru- 
all conſent and agreement for ſociety and ſafettes ſake ? 

V. Whether ( if ſo conferr'd;) the people conferring was not the ſu- 
preame authoritie ? 

VI. Whether Okver Cramwell ( the late tyrant Protetor ) having 
by his great valour & magnanimury in the late warres acquired ſomuch 
power, :nd afrerwards his ambirious ſpirit ſoaring ſo high, as not being 
willing to admit of any comperitor, d1d thereupon ( by his cunning in- 
{muarions and ſpecious pretences 'into the hearts of the people ) pro- 
cure himſelfe ( though it was then high creaſon by a law in fo doing ) 
to be made Lord ProtetPh; whether I ſay, he being afrerwards ow- 
ned and confirmed by ſucceffive Parhamencs,had nor as much xzghr and 
title ( both to him and his heires for ever ) tothe chiefe MagMtracy of 
theſe Nations, as any of the Kings of Eg/and that were before him. 

VII. Whether it can upon any principles of Reaſon, be imagined, 
thar the people thus ſenſible of rhe b:nefir of ſocietie, and in order 
thereumo, making choice of ſuch a forme of Government and ſubje&i- 
0, did nor alſo by ſome equall rules ballance the power, ſo as to pre- 
vent 
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vent tyranny in their King ( or chiete Magiſtrate) and ſlavery to chem 
and their poſteriries. 

VIII. Whether ifthe power were attained by force or fraud, al- 
chovgh for a time the people for neceſlitie ſake doe ſubmit thereunto, 
may they not throw off that ſlavery and bondage, and fo recover thei: 
freedomes if by any meanes they can ? : 

IX, Wrerher if in caſe of compa& and mutuall conſent, the King 
taking upon him the Government upon condition of performance, and 
that upon oath ſolemnly raken inthe preſenge of the people, he ſhall 
notwithſtanding act contrary thereunto, zerely according to his 
owne will ) thereby rendering that which Fas intended for a common 
good a publique miſchtefe ; whether in this caſe the people are tied up 
co a ſlaviſh and ſervile obedience, and left without all manner of re- 
medie, either of diveſting him of that authoricie, or calling fm co an 
account for male adnunilſtration, or judging him by the ſayd compact 
and agreement, and if ſo, upon what principles of reaſon or prudence 
could they ſubmir co ſuch a flavery ? 

X. Whether if the people may call their King or ſupreame Maigt- 
ſtrate to an account,they may nor elec anorher,or chooſe and eſtablith 
any orher forme of government whatſoever appearing co them molt a- 
greeable and moſt conducing to their future peace and rranquilicie, 

XI, Whether any Government inthe world, be more likely ro an- 
yer the great ends and expeRations of the good people of this Nati- 
on, then when their Laives are made by their own repreſen-atives, free- 
ly choſen by themſelves, and ſhall be equally limitred and reſtrained 
as tothe exerciſe and obedience of chat power, ſothat he that is a le- 
gitlator one day, (hall be ſubje& ro the ſame law the next, and there- 

fore will be carefull how he enmailes ſlavery upon himſelfe and poſtert- 
tie ; the Lawes binding all alike, and nor ſaying, thou fhalt not kill but 1 
may ; but whoſoever ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed ; 
and ſo inall other caſes. $6 | 

X1I. Whether Mr. Prinze ( being anamtrer Barreſter of L1colnes 
Tane,and eſteemed by moſt a man of a pregnant capacity in frameing of 
L. wes ) can poſſibly deviſe or imagine a better forme of Government, 
to the ſarisfying of the people in generall, then that before-mentioned 
{ and whereas Solomon himſelfe ſairh ( who I believe all will acknow- 
ledge was a wiſer man then Mr.Primne ) that in the multitude of Coun- 
ceilors there us ſafetie ) and if ſo , whether the good people of this Na- 
Lion would not willingly conforme thereunto ? . 

B 2 : Hoping 
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Hoping by theſe ferv Queries I ſhall ſomewhat calme the ſpirics of 
theſ2 hoc ipiriced men. I thall naw proceed a little farther,and ſhew 
that when I do ſe 1oufly weigh and conſider the tem*ers of theſe per- 
ſons. I cannot ſufficterily won er and admire ar the wiſdome and all 
wiſe providence of Alinghry{zod, in bringing their counſells and de- 
vices to none effect. As fo. initance in the lacrer of theſe rwo,ant tt thall 
be rouching the late wars, berweenthe la**Yao4nd the Parliament, 
( as ro the legallicy and julinz(s thereof on the Pa: haments pazc.I half 
refer thee fo: ſitisfaction to a book lately publi:ht by Mr. Nedham inti- 
tuled I :rereſt will not Lye ) when after many ſharp con-eſts and bloody 


| bartles foughr on either (ide, an1afier many iolzmne appeales made to 
hewen to dectde rh2 Controveriie, it pleaied the Lord of Hoſts the 


G >1-of bartl-, ar length ro decide the quarrell on the Parſiaments fide, 
by th - ro:21l vanquithing the King and ht+ party,and now being pur (by 
rhe good hmna of providence } mr:o a capacicy of making tuch rearms 
with his majeſty, as might ſecure the intere(t3,che juſt righrs and liber- 
ties of all the go09 pecple cf this narion in generall, yer no:withſtand- 


= 


iny,becauſe they ſaw thetr own deſigns nor feleable,in thar rheycould nor 


'compell all men{by reaion of a nz2w Indep2ndanr and Se&arean faction 


as they tearme 1t ) winch had alto riſen up among them in rhoſe rimes 
of liberty and reformation):o fall down and worſhip their great Diana, 
the Preshitereaz government, they combined tozerher, ( taking in alſo 
the Cavileer party into the confpiracy, which before was at as great 
a diftince and contrariery on? to another as tight and darkneſle, yer be- 
hold now Herad and Pilate were reconcil2d ) ro conclude a peace wich 
tne King upon their and his own rearms-{ wi! hour ſecuring the intereſt 
of the good p2ople of Erg/and in generall ) whereby they might pro- 
Cure again a ſtronger co2rive power then before againſt all the conrem- 
ners thereof, Had not Allmighty God by an exrrao:dinary providence 
incerpoſ a{alchcugh the inſtruments therein carmor poſſibly be jutttied 
according ro law, yer by the lawes of neceffiry it was warrantable e- 
nough )by putting into the hearts of ſome men,to break off ind diflolve 
that treary, and did exclude thoſe Gentlemen(which are called the ſe- 
cluded Members ) who were the promoters :hereof, from fitting any 
longer in the Houſe, whereupon th ocher party of the Parliament, 
which had remained faichfull ro the Common-w2alrth, and true ihtereſt 
thereof ( and here 1t 18 worth our obfe:v1'ion how they were befo'e 


dtven away by their f-I'ow members,and were forced to repaire tothe 


Army fo: ſhelcer and ſecurity,fo that their ſecluſion was bur lex taltons 
when 
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whenthey were ſecluded ) did immediately proceed ro Juſtice upon 
the King, making hum guilry, ( as I am almult afraid it was £09 true ) of 
all ch2 blood char had been {pilt in rhe lace war!s, by appearing in act- 
uall a:ms againſt h13 Parliament, (which did only concen wi:h him for 
eheir juſt righrs and liberties.) ro the deſtruction of the people which 


were his loyall ſub;2&spandyo would have continued hid he not fo far 
incroach: upon their Sake." Bur becauie Iam unwilling tc unce- 
vell chis borome too far(Ueliring rather robe of an healing ſpirir, then 
ro maice green wounds bleed atreih.) I ſhall nov proceed to whar 
E mainly intended in the publication hereof, which was to reconcile us 
altogether in love and unity, witch 1s the only undoubred way for our 
furure preſervation. 

And therefore moſt worthy readers, ( My dear friend; and country- 
men } The premiſes conlidered ( wherein you have 1zen your humme 
frailties and embicellities, ) and ſeeing you fnd it a thing almoſt alto- 
gether impoſſible ro reconcile your ſelves together in leveral ci:cum- 
ſtancials (which are bur the fig-gleanes of Religion) ler not diference 
in judgement any longer devide us from clofing in affe&tion, Bur ler 
ns all unanimou{ly concur in brotherly love and fervent charicy among 
our ſelves which 15 the bond of perfection, for whatever thovghrs and 
1maginatiens we have of our ſelves,wnc we are abſe& willing ro do for 
the truth of 50d, yer if we have not charity, the Apoſtle rells us, 1 Cor. 
13.1. We are but as ſourd: g braſs and as & tinck ling cymbal. And when 
this 18 accomyliſhcthen let us unammout'ty concre alſo to ſand uw? & to 
declirefor thar which 15 .he undoubrec biuth-rigkt of orr Englith Na- 
tioneven a full and a free Parhtumen: without any qualtzca icns or re- 
trictions whatſoever, who may govern 1n the way of a free State and 
equal Common-weal:h, whzrem ail parties of all perivations way be 
freely admitt2d ro an equal participation in the Government thereof, 
and not as our e021 Lo:d Afonck (25 the Scotch-men call kim, whom 
I fear have made him roo much a Proſelire totheir Religion ) would 
have ic, who alchovgh in his Lerter ro his Country-men (the Devon- 
Shire Gentlemen) fatth that ſmc2 rhe abolicion of Monarchy inrh2'e 
Narions, rhere was ſ© many inferett inrerwovery which ſaid he ought 
t9 be included and ſecured rh2r nothing could poitibly ſerrle us upon 
a ſure an{ laſting foundation, but a Republique, and thereuron doth 
intrear theſe Gemlemen to defiſt from that Paper wherein they defi- 
red the 24miſſion of th ſecluded Members to fit again in the Houſe : 
for ſaid he, that Government under which we were formerly, borh im 
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Church an] State, cannot-pofibly be admitted again, becauſe 1ts ſup- 
port 18raken away, and becuie 1cs excluſive ofall the former intereſts, 
bach civil and ſpiricual, all.c f chem being incompatible wich Monar- 
chical inifo:mitte in Church and Stare thus; expired ; wanerefore to 
me, {114 he, irs no ſmal daubr, if upon the. premiſes to admit of the 
Men.bers iecluded in 1648, were not to obſiruct our peace and con- 
Linue on! ivar,cacher then ettablith the one and end the other, in thar 
very many of thy'e Members allert the Monqrchical intereſt together, 
withall Laws to be abolithed which have been made (ince their ſeclu- 
fion, which I fear upon account of ſclie preſervation both of life and 
e ſtare as zvell as fpiricual liberty, will nmmedutely involve all theſc 
Nations in molt horrid and bloudy wars afreſh, the very apprehen{i- 
v5 thereof, ſaith he, I muſt confeſle I do infinitely dread andſubmir 
he dangerous conſequence thereof to your prudent coniiderations, 
Theſe courteous Reader were his very words,and yet in his laſt ſpeech 
to the Pa:lizment (viz: rhar Parhamenc from whom he received his 
Commubion) he fo far forgot himſelfe as to give them advice not ro 
admic of the two former intereſts to any civitor military employment 
in this Common-wealth, And although he then rold his Maſters char 
what he had done in being faichful ro chem he did: nething bur his du- 
ty, and told them the uſual anſwer he gave to all the Countrys as he 
Came out of Scotlard, was that they ought to acquieſce in the 
judgement of the Parliament, who had already decided the 
brſin2fle as to the ſecluded Members, and yer but a very few dayes 
after he gives thoſe very Genilemen free admiiſion into the houſe, 
which he ſaid before was favourites of the Monarchical intereſt, and 
therefore what ſhould we ſay to theſe things bur only ceaſe from man 
whoſe breath z in b15 noftrils, neither put any confidense ia Princes; 
and truly from which words and actions a man may eafily infer thar he 
15 a betrer Souldier then a Politician, and can give better advice for 
the modelling of an Army to reduce a malignant City toa compliance 
with Supream Authority; then togive advice for the tteerinz (and ſe- 
curing from ſinking) the ſhip of a Common-wealth, 

In myenſuing requeſt to the preſent Parliament, I have there laid 
down ſeveral fundamerrals (which in all ages of the world will be'ne- 

eſſary articles to be obſerved for ſecuring the peace and tranquilicy 


ofthis Common-wealth ) which in the conſtitution of the government 


thorld {like the Laws of che Medes and Perſians )be unalterable ; and 
to: the better ſecuring the ſame, I have there alſo propoled the form 


Of 


att 


yg in tt 
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of an oath to be taken by every Member of Parliament (being legally 


and fairly choſen) before he be admitted ro his Seſſion in Parliament, 
wherein our Truſtees are ſo limiced (with ſuch clauſes, reftrictions and 


proviſoes) that it Will be impoſſible for then (or for any future repre- * 


ſentatives) though of rhemielves never ſo corrupt to entail lavery up- 
onour poſterities. And there 1: ſo much reaſon robe given for all tho'e 
particulars, that no rational man in the world ſhall be able 1o deny the 
legallity and juſineſle thereof, for if the King tinielf was folinted 
by Magna Charta and the Petition of Right, from whence came that 
oo00d old maxime in the Law (waich was onc2 the Parliaments 
own words) v:z;: Thar the King could do no wrong, bur if any were 
done in matters of State, the Council; and it in matters of juſtice, the 
udges were to be accomprable for male adminiliration ; And if the 
old ProteQor (that uſurped Tyrant) togerher with his fon d1d fo limit 
their Parliaments as to impole upon them a previous engagement 
(with reſpe& tothe Government)before their admiſſion to act in Par- 
liamentary proceedings, then 1s there not much more reaſon in regard 
all doacknowlzdge thar all power is; or ought to be originiliy in the 
people, that the people ſhould impoſe upon their Truſtees as much as 
the former in relation to their juſt Rights and Liberties. 
I know many wil be apt to ſay allo,that if aParhament b2 thu:bounded, 
limited, and reſtrained, in relation to the premiſes, how can they pro- 
perly becalled a free Parliament ? This obje&1on I mult confeſs I have 
heard many alled ge, bur it 15 ſo weak that 1c 1s withour doores as ſoone 
almoſt as it is within, bur being willing rovive all reaſonable ſarisfa-- 
ion ; I anſwer, Thar I had thought a Parliament had been free vehen 
they are freely choſen( if you make this objection, you will not be a- 
ble ro give me an inſtance of a free Parliament m your ſenſe, tha: hath 
been this 4oo yeares ) what,1s not a man that hath ſerved his apprenti- 
ſhip in Lender a free man of London, becauſe of his Oath raken befoe 
the Chamberlaine ar -his admiſſion thereunro, to oblerve and perfo:me 
all the lawes, cuftomes, and ceremonies of the conſtirution thereof ? 
Is not my Lord Mayor freely choſen the chiefe Magittrate of the Citie, 
becauſe of his Oath raken to yerforme all Lawes and Starures thar are 
in force in executing Juſtice between man and man) before he be in- 
Ralled in the Government thereof. And indeed in my 1wwdgement the 
Government of this moſt famons Cirie,is the rareſt Goverrment inthe 
world, for indeed if we do2 rightly conſider, what 1s it that hath made 


it ſtand fo long ( ſofamous and renowned )' bur onely the bounds, rFe- 
qualifica- 
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Qualiications and reſtrictions (and certainly our Forefathers were ſage 
Volliticians thar aid frft erect it) in the conſtitution thereof, & doubr- 
teſs it will yer and firme enovga ( unlefs they forfeic their Charter 
by non-com, liance with Supreame Authorice ) without the leaſt dan- 
cer of being ſubverted or falling to the ground, | 

Againe, 1 am not ignorant thar ſome are ofan opinion ( and that not 
a few, Who otherwiſe are very unxelligent and underitanding pe:ſons ) 
and ſay thar we ought to acquieſce mn the Judgements, Lawes and Sta- 
utes of a Parliament, whether 1c be to our preſervation or to our de- 
ſtruftion : but ro ſuch I ſhall defire them to rake notice that I am not 
of that p2r{aſion, and that for good reaſon enducing me thereunto;for 
if I employ a ſervant ( and Parliaments are but the truſtees of the pzs- 
ple, and ſervants of rhe Common-wealth ) and give into his hands an 
100 {1, yviith commiltion and inſtruction to employ the ſame for my uſe 
for the improvement thereof : Now it in ſtead of employing it accord- 
ing to my intent and purpoſe , he thall laviſh and conſume the ſame, 
certainly my own reaſon will ſuggeſt thar I ought to diſcard him, and 
turne him out of commilizon, and as ſoone as I have an opportunirie, 
will receive and employ o:hers upon the ſame account. Although I 
muſt confeſs in a Nation where the ſupream Autnoricie is ſo lodged in 
a ſingle perſon, and the people are nor in a capacitie to rede2me them- 
ſelves f:om ſuch a ſlavery, the caſe 1s cifferept ; bur it is now (bleſſed 
be Cod)otherwiſe with us,& we have pu-chaied our Liberties (onich 
ſome are ſo foolith and beſocted as to thinke it was reb:I!icn in fo do- 
ing) With the price ofour blouds, 

Aeaine, ] am ofan opinten that I ſhall undergo ſome cenures from 
the Anabapritticalparty,becauſe in my fundamentals I have ſaid nothing 
in relation to Tyrhes, bur to them I ſhall ral.- feave to reply, that 
thovgh they were convinced in Judgement, tha: ryches now under 
the Goſpel 15 not ( 7wre Diwvizo ) the maintenance alo:ted for a Gofpel 
Miniſtry,yer if in caſe when in all their Petitions which they preſented 
for the abolition of them, they had therein alſo defired the Parliament 
to have taken ſome courſe for the providing of to many hundred fa- 
miles, which thereby would have bzen undone and reduced to ex- 
tream want and neceflity, I ſhould have applauded their diſcretion 
and commended their charity, and therefore I {hall leave this matrer 
ro ſuture Repreſentatives tro take into their ſertous conſiderations. 
Methinks I hear alſoall moderate and ſober Chriſtians { afrer their pe- 
ruſal hereof ) declare in general and ſay that they could willingly with 


all 
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all their hearts ( and ic would be the very rejoycing of their ſoules ) 
to have all theſe things here inſerred ſpeedily and perfectly accom- 
pliihr ( as judging them altogether jult, reaſonable, and neceſlary for 
our future well-being and preſervation ) bur yer ſay they, there is one 
Article in your fundamentalls, which is, That no coercive power ſhall be 
uſed tn matters of Religion, Cc. that wee are ſure and cerraine 15 ſo a- 
verſe to the principles of moſt of our Miniſters in England, that they 
will never give their conſents nor agree thereunto. Bur as ſoone as 
they ſhall come to heare thar ic 1s likely to be accomplithr, they will 
rage like ſo many Beares robbed of their wh<lpes, and ay thar the glo- 
ry of God, thel1: faith, their Religion, and their all, lyes at1take ; and 
al:rhough wee muſt confeſs that we have ſometimes a 2limpſe that ma- 
ny of heir dorines which they impoſe upon us are ſomewhat irratio- 
 nall, yer to anticipate us herein :h2zy will affirme ( and will pawne their 
ſoules alſo upon the truth thereof ) that in things to be believed wee 
muſt \ubje&& our reaſon to our faith,and not our fairh ro our carnall (as 
they call it) and co-rrpted Reaſon.But to iolve this objection be plea- 
ſed to know, that 1 have purpoſely taken a little paines inpreſenting 
a few lines unto them upon chis very account. And although perhaps 
it may not give them ſatisfaction, yer peradventure it may ſo farre ſa- 
tisfie and prevaile wi h Supreame Aurhoritie,as that they will nor give 
heed to theſe C ha:mers in what they (hall alledge to the contrary ( in 
regard of the abſolute neceffitie thereof for the Nations future preſer= . 
vation) though they charme never ſo loud. 

Ic is probable alſo ſome may ſay, that if in gaſe I am convinced in 
Judgement that what I do here afſert and plead for, be undoubredly 
true, Why then am I aſhamed thereof , in not ſubſcribing my name 
chereunto, bur let ſuch be pleaſed ro know that it 1s nor becauſe T am 
aſhamed. thereof ( for I could willingly with all my ſoule engage to 
\ ſeale my blood upon theſe principles)bur in regard I have many friends 

8& relations of contrary principles to me herein, who when they ſhould 
come to peruſe ir, would be too apr to ſay, thar I did it more our of 0- 
ſentation and vaine-glory, then to cotiterd for the truth, IT was willing 
therefore ( becauſe I would not offend my weake brethren ) to con- 
ceale my name. 

I cannot Divine, and therefore am rot able to foreſee or foretel!l ' 
what influence this will have upon the preſent Supreame Authoritie, 
yet certaine I am I have here preſented to publique view ſo much the 
(ence and deſires of the ſober partie - this Nation, that 1 doe yerily 
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believe they will never leave ftrugling and wrefiling both with God 
and men ( though theſe now at the fterne thould nor accempliſh the 
worke ) till they have procured a Government conſonant here- 
L.N:O. G 

I am afraid Chriſtian Reader by ſo prolix an Epiſtle I have too far in- 
trencht uron thy patience in the peruſal thereof, and therefore ſhall 
not detain thee any longer, but draw towardsa-peried ; And as it was 
my requeſt unto thee that thou wouldit take notice of one thing in the 
mcroduction, ſo I thall defire thee to take notice of on? thing alſoin 
the conclutzon, namely, that in the publication hereof, I doz moſt ſo- 
lemnly proteſt as in the preſence of Almightie God, that 1 have no fi- 
nifier or private end whatſoever, bur onely rhe glory of God, and the 
reſtau: ation of the peace and proſperitte of the Land and Nation of my 
nativitie. And therefore (hall humbly importune and beſeech thee to 
joyne with me in thy fervent prayers to Almightie God, that it would 
pleaſe him our of his rich mercy to raiſe up ſuch men, a*Moſes, Caleb, 
and Joſkua, who may now ſtand in the breach, teaft the fierce anger 
of God breake in upon us for our crying abominations ( whereof want 

of charitie and true affe&ion on2 towards another undoubtedly is a 
principall ) and therefore I ſay agune, how ought every good and well 
minded C hriſtian to looke upen it as a durie incumbent on him to be- 
take himſelfe t1 his prayers to the Father of mercies ( who hath ſtiled 
himſelfe, « God gracious and merciful, ong-ſufering; and abounding in 
goodneſſe and in truth.) for the accomplithmene thereof, that ſo wee 
may art length wor:hip ym according ro his own preſcript (and not af- 
rer the traditions and inventions of men ) even in ſpirit and in truth, 
This is the fervent defire and prayer of 


( Chrittian Reader ) 


Thy met reall and muſt affettionate Friend. 
to ferwe thee in all (hriſtian duties whatſoevever. 
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Toallthoſe in England Who are of a 


perſecuting and an impoſing Spirit in matters of Reli- 
gion, which are commonly called the Mimiſters of Teſns Chriſt, 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers , 
as T is the ſaying of that blefſed Apoſile, 1 7. 3. 1. 1f 

AMMAN ym Office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a gord 
Office, mhere alſo you have at large the true qualificati- 
ons of a Biſhop, and ſo conſequemly of a true Miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Now if any of you are really ſuch 2 
one, and enricht with all choſe goodly properties there 
expreſt [ alchough peradventure you may here anticipace me, and fay, 
char 1c 15 not aninward qualification wirhour an outward admimifira 1+ 
on, that makes a true Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo then alſo will I ſay, 
- thatir 18 notan external vocation witnour an internal c ualificatton(they 
being fo inſeparably unired ) rhart makes a true Miniſter of ſeſus 
Chritt ) thou art then higher- by the head and ſheulders then ocner 
men, for ſuch a one the Apoſtle doth recommend to us as a perſon 
worthy of double honour ; bur if rhou art otherwile ( and vaſt nothing 
bur an externall vocation, which 1s bur as a cypher in comparitonof the 
former ) I mutt tell thee, and chat from the very words of our bleffed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, (fo. 10. xo. from whoſe mouth ne- 
ver came guile, and ſo certainly may be believed ) thou arr bur an 
hireling, a thief and a robber, and ſo alrogerher unworthy of that ap- 
pellation, whereby thou arr called. 

In my publication of this enſuing diſcourſe, I do not expect ( nei- 
ther was it that which I aimed ar as binga thing in my apprehenſion 
almoſt aſcogether unpoÞble ) ro reconciie all parries in judgement, in 
ſeverall circumtantialls in matters of Religion, yer out of zeal ro the 
glory of God, and our of that tender affection, which 1 bear co my na- 
tive Corncry, Ihave endeayoured as much as in me lyes ( the Lord of 
his mercy give a bletſng thereunto ) to reconcile all parties in brother- 
ly love and affection, asthe only way to preſerve usall from future ru- 
ine and deſtruction. And this being accomplithr, I have afrer endea- 
voured alio to perſwade every one of us unanimouſly ro concur in de- 
claring for a full and Free Parliament(the undoubced-birthright of our 
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Fnglich Nation ) without any qualifications or reſtrictions whatſoever. 


who may govern in the way of a Free State and Common-weal:h:; 
wherein alto I have endeavoured thar every individuall mans intereſt 
( both as to ctvills and ſpiricualls ) thall be 1o Rtrongly ſecured from the 
encroachments of Tyranny and oppreliton, that ic thall bz impoſſible 
for iurure repreſentatives ( though of themſelves. never 1o corrupt ) 
to in:ail {lavery upon our polterttes. And I am vertly periwaded char 
you al/o ac the very firſt f,ght, will be ready to- give your aflenr unto 
-moit of roſe Fundamentalls in the Government , which in all ages 
of the world will be neceſlary Articles to b2 inviolably preſerved for 
the peace and tranquility of ſucceeding Generations ; Even as in ſa- 
crea writ there are ſeverall Articles of truth fo Fundamentall (I call 
thar only a Fundamentall Truth which 1s ef abioluce necetfiry ro ſal- 
vation ) which in all ages ofthe Church will be necetlary rope believ- 
cd. And thar this 15 no: my own bare apprehenfions, I thall give you 
an inſtance in a pious an-Hearn2d man, Peter de HAonlin (whom I know 
you approve to be Orthodox ) of the ſame judgement 1t 15 in his pre- 
{ce to his Book Intituled 7 he accompliſhment of the Prophecies, his 
words are theſe, [ am perſwaded faith he, that in Chriſtian Religion 
there ts not one eArticle of Faith but may be neceſſary to ſal vation at 
axe time, ard yer wot neceſſary at another, And farther he ſaith, That 
Ged though he hath covered future events with a thick darkneſs, yer hath 
propoſed the things neceſ[ary to ſalvation with great perſpicuitie, 

But in aſmuch as you have always had ſuch a powerfull influence 
upon ſupream authorities, who for the molt part have been always un- 
Ms ( by reaſon of their not being converſant in the Scriptures, which 
alone are able ro make wiſe unto falva-10n)ro make athrough ſcrutiny 8: 
inſpection in:> the very marrow and life of Religion. They have always 
pinn'd their Faith upon your fleevs, and have continually eſtabliſh'd, 
ratified, and confirmed, whatever you have declared as ro the ſubje& 
thereof ; whereupon to our ſemuch defired felicity there 1s an ob- 
ſtruction inthe way, and an objection by many already levied againſt 
you ( ſo that unleſs this Remorah be removed they do almoſt utterly 
deſpair of the arriving of the good (i. 1p of this Common-wealth inro 
ſuch a deſired harbour ) which is this, viz. That there is one Article in 
the Government, namely that rhere ſhall be no cozrfive power uſed in 


matrers of Religion, &c, foaverſs to your Principles, that you will. 


never be perſwaded togive your afferts thzreunto ; whereupon I have 
purpoſely addreſled my ſelte na fevy lines unto you, whereby to con- 
Vince 
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vince you ( if it pleaſe God to enlighten the eye of your underſtmd- 
ing to diſcern the truth ) of the necethty thereof. | 

In purſuance whereof, ” primis & ante oma, be pleaſed ro knoiv 
char I am ns Univerfity Scholar ( having hardly in my education patled 
the rudiments of humane learning ) and rheretore am unable to expreſs 
my lelfe in ſuch h1yh Syllogitticall and Scholaſtique rearms, as proba- 
bly will be expected, from a perſon thar hath atiumed ro encour: er 
with io many grave and ſage Philo;ophzrs wno are tuch profound and 
able proficients inthe knowledge thereof, Bur yet I hope I tall be 
able ( through the grace of God athiſting me ) ro prove wiin argu- 
ments drayn from the Scripture ( if any thall be pleaied ro rake the 
pains to give anſiver thereunto, my humble requett unto him is that 
thar h15reſponte may be cloathed in the ſame lang uage ) to jultitie me 
in whatever I thall aflerr in the following particulars. 

I know it 15 the comm. ndoctrine by you pr poſed, the which al'o- 
upor. your auditors you have always impoſed ( I am able by expert- 
ence to atteft the truth thereof, as being an ear witneſs rh2reunto, in 
many ef your ſermons delivered before the Lord Mayor of the City 


of London ) viz, That if once this doftrine ſay: you be generally re-. 


ceived, that the civill Mazgiſtrare hath nothing ro do 1h marters of re- 
ligion, and thar thereupon an univetſa}broleration of all Religions may 
freely ( withour concroul ) be admitted, Then upon {uch a licentt- 
ous ( as you call 1t ) liberty as this ; This wrerched conſequence will 
immediarely. ſucceed, viz., Thar all- Popery, Sunerſtition, and Pro- 


faneſs will break in upon us like an overflowing fivod, and 2il errors, 


Herefie, and Blaſrhemies will follow afte: like a ni+hry ſtream. 
Theſe are your words, and indeed they are bur words, and itch where 
ever you received them as ( I hove by the !eqvel of this ditcourte will 
plainly appear ) were firſt harched by infernal S-irics, purpoſel ro 
drive on the interelt, and to enlarge the rerrito-1es 17 che Kingdom of 
Saran. For if you will bur obſerve, you may pleaie ro c7''e norice that 
the eldeſt ions of :he Devill (1mean the Jeſvirccall Py: its ) ſperk 
the very ſame language. For ſay they if once this Do:irme be anmire 


red, thar the Pope hath nos an infallible Spirir ro dere-mins cortra-: 


verſies inReligion, and it enc- our perſecutions, 2n4 inguifirions be 
taken off from the 5poſ-rs of che tre anftene Carholick anc Arofioe 
lick Faich ; Then by this dzranable liberty, this con equence will -im- 


mediarely follow. That all Herericks, Sciſmaricks, and o57roters of | 
our Religion will break in up 0:1 our borders, and ſo by degrees the- 
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"Viear of Chriſt ( who as a Gentleman in his Hiſtory of che Council 6f 
Trent, do: h very notably obſerve, is to far from. being the ſame thac 
' he1s che molt pernitious quackſalying jugler in the wo. 1d ) his Church: 
and truth together will fall ro che gr ound, Pray do but compare thete 
two Doctcines togerher,and then ler all rational men inra2e world judg 
if you do nor punctually agre= in your verdicts, Bur 1t 18 wel rhac thoſe 
whom you do with open face brand with the appellation of SeQtaries 
' (whoſePrinciples in Religion in ſundry particulars ate far more Octho- 
doxthen your own)are of the contrary opinion,and they argue and con- 

. clude(& that rightly not fearing the tubverſion of the rruth, thus, Thar 
as Earthen vellels being joynd rogether wich thoſe of Gold or Silver 
are broken to pieces. So ſay they,1f God the Author of peace fhall 
*bring back again into the Church this happy tollerance, all falſe opmn- 
ons fighting hard hand to hand with the true will at lengch be broken 
ro thivers, - And like unwholeſome vapours before the rifing Sun will 
-vanquiithaway and fall ro the ground. And indeed truth it felf is bare 
armour of proof againſt all the aſſaults and tiery darrs ef Saran, So that 
1 may truly ſay, according ro-that infallible Maxime, Magna eff veritss 
& prevalebit, And that this is ſuch a truch that neither youznor all che 
Devills in Hell thall be able to gain ſay, is hence apparent ( the whic a 
if you and all the Series inthe world, and all the infernall Spirits 
ſhould combine together to root our, and extirpare, you would find at 
'Iiſtan urcer impoſſtbiliry of che accompliſhment thereof )ſlince we have 
the promiſe of our blefled Lord-and Saviour jeſus Chriſt, cAar. x. 
18. for the defence and continuation thereof, Bur I proceed wherein 

I ſhall clearly demonſtrate ( and rhat T hope from rhe evidence -and 
demonRration of rhe bleſſed Spirir of God ) that neither you, nor 
your Forefarhers ( whom you ſo much Idolize 1n treading in their 
ſteps whereby you make the Commandements of Gol voyd and of 
none effe& by your traditions) nor the Apoſtles themſelves, nor 
yer our Lord and bleſſed Saviour J-{us Chrilt hadever any commith- 
on from atmighry God, to uſe any coerfive power: ( or to periecute, 
compell, or pur any to death as diflenters in matrers of Religion ) 
in bringing men to falvation, and ſo conſequerrly that no Chriſtian 
MaviRrate whatſozver, whether ſupream, or ſubordinate; wherher 
Ecclefiaftick or civil , bath any power from the molt high God, or 
from Chriſt ro perſecure, compel, impricon, or Fur to dearh the per- 
fons of any that ſhall difſenc in matrers of Religion; and if ſo then 


thore the conſequence will be vndemable,.that your g-ear Dag 
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whom you have ſo ſong adored ) of compulſion and perſecution null 
fall ro the ground, 

IfI prove the two latter ( in regard you acknowledge your ſelves 
to be the ſucceilors ) you muſt grant thefo: mer. | 

In proſecution whereof, be pleaſed rotake ro ice that I ſhal ob- 
ſerve this method, viz, I hall firſt lay down a piace of Scripture 
| though I ſhal. not quote 1t at large, becauſe I wil ſave the Printer 
ſome labour ] and from thence draw my inference. and nor ac- 
cording to the generality of the diſputers of our days, who will firſt 
frame their Arguments according to their own fond imaginations, 
and then alledge ſome probable place of Scripture for proof thereof. 
Nay, I muſt confeſt I have heard and ſeen ſeverall Arguments linck'd 
together without ſo much as one place of Scripture quoted .to prove 
their atlertions, and yer have impoſed them upon orhe:s as certain 
truths to: be imbraced, and 10 no marvell that men haye fick'{in 16 
many errors inſtead of rruths, <p | 

I thal defire alſo thar this one thing more, may be: likewiſ2 obſer- 
ved ,namely that I {hal produce all my Arguments orr of the Seriptrre 
of the New Teftament. And therefore 1tany ſha! 90 abour to make 
invatlid, what I bave from thence afferred, by Argum.en:s raken 
our of the Old Teſtament records; 1 muſt amicipate him therein 
and ſay, that his Arguments from thence will be of no validity, 
as to the matter here diſcuiſed, And my reaſon is this, becauſe wee 
find rhat under the Otd Covenant ( which was a Covenant of works } 
many offences | ofa. far lower degree. then' Blaſphemy 7 again the. 
violation thereof did admit of no expiarton. Bur - the offendars 
therein by Gods ſpeciall and expreſs command were to undergo 
the puniikment. of a violent death. Bur in the new Covenanr 
| which is a Covenant of grace ] wherein God by Chriſt hath in-- 
troduced a more excellent and perfe& Law | in the which eternall 
life and erernal death 15 propoſed ] wherein God is fo induJgent, 
fo propitious, and ſo exceeding long ſuftering, thar offendors in the 
like nature ſhal not immediarely undergo the penalry thereof eternal 
death. Bur upon their repentance by the virtue & efficacy ofthe blood 
of Chriſt, and by virtue of his interceſſion their fins ſhal be _expiated 
& then received again to the mercy& favour of their heavenly Farher., 
And what wil you now like mercileſs wretches puniſh thoſe with a- 
temporall and yiolen: dearh whom God by the leniry of the Chrittian 
Covenant upon repentance will again receive to mercy, that ſo they 
may 
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(22) 
may not endure rhe paines of an erernall, Ler me tell you in ſo doing 
you doe intrench upon the peerleſle prerogative of Almightie'God, 
and doe thereby deſtroy both their ſoules and bodies ( unlefle God be 
merciſull unto them in giving them repentance unmediarely ) becauſe 
you will nor ſuffer them to live to repent, that ſo they may be re-ad- 
mitted into the boſome of their Heavenly Father, And whereas I 
could alledge many more arguments then 15 here inſerted ro prove my 
aſſertion, yer I ſhall confine my ſelfe, and will empannell onely a full 
Jury of Divine Acteſtators, to give in their verdicts in the behalfe of 
the Defendant. And I ſhall firit begin with the words of our bletſed: 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt , wko being guided by an infallible Spi- 
ric, certainly all will conclude him to be a competenc Judge to decide 
fo great a Controverſie, 


Argument the firſt, from Lake g. 51, 52, 53,54 55, 56. 


If our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt would not have thoſe 
deſtroyed which would nor receive him, nor embrace his Doctrine, 
which was the glad rydings of falyation. Then no Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
whatſoever, &c. hath any power from God or Chriſt ro compell, perſe- 
cute, or deſtroy any man in matters of Religion, 

But our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt would not have ſuch 
deſtroyed, &Cc. 

_ FS ; [2 

You ſee the Major is undeniable from the very words of the text; 
You ſee alſo the Minor is as evident as the Major. And it is here worth 
your obſervation har the Diſciples of Chriſt were it ſeemes of as hot 
ipirits, and were as blinde in that particular as your ſelves, bur yon 
ſee our Saviour not onely cooles but reproves their 12norant zeale in 
theſe words ; Tou know not of what ſpirit you are ; For the ſonnie of Man 
1s not cone to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them. Ergo the conſequence 
iS undeniable, if the words of Chriſt are worthy to A embraced, 


Argument ſecond, from Cat. 12. 31, 32. 


If all fin and blaſphemy now under the new Covenant againſt Gog 
and Chriſt upon repentance thall be forgiven, then no Chrittian Magh- 
ſtrate whatſoever, &c, ought to perſecure or put men to death upon - 
That account, ay? 

But 


(23) 
Bur all fin and blaſphemy now under the new Covenant upon repen- 
rance ſhall be forgiven. 
Ergo. 
Argument third, from John 4. 21, 22, 23, 24. 


If the true worſhippers of God ought ( according to the Scripture ) 
to worſhip him (nor in this or that place only, or in this or that forme 
only, bur ) 1# Spirit and in truth ; Then no Chriſtian Magiſtrare what- 
ſoever ought to compell men, nor to perſecure thoſe that will not con- . 
forme to this or that forme of _— whatſoever. 

But the true worſhippers of God ought. according to the Scrip- 
ture to worſhip him 11 Spirit and mn truth, 


Ergo. 
Argument fourth, from Mar. 13. 28, 29, 30. 


Tf our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt would not have the 
tares ( which are wicked, erroneous, and ungodly men ) pluckt up till 
the harveſt ( which 1s the end of the world, the day of Tk— ) 
leaſt in plucking up the tares, the wheate ( which are righreous and 
godly men ) ſhould accidentally be plucked up alſo. Then no Chrifli- 
an Magiſtrate whatſoever, &c. oughr by the expreſle precept of Chriſt 
to uſe any violent courſe in thar nature, leaſt in ſuppoſing he may ex- 
tirpate the former, he may erre ({ as many thouſands have done before 
him.) and deſtroy the latrer. 
But the former is exhibited unto us by the expreſle precepr of 
Chriſt, 
Ergo, 
Argument fifth, from As 5.33, 34 35» 36s 37» 33, 39) 40. 


If the argument and covnſell of the learned Gamal e/ did fo farre 
revaile with the people of the jewes, a3 that they did nor ( although 
CR they had conſulred ſo :0 do) ſlay che Afoltlzs,leaſt they ſhould 
therein be found fighters againſt Cod, Then no Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
whatſoever, &c. ought to perſecvte or pur men to dearh for Judge- 
ments lake, leaſt they alſo ſhould be found guilt ' of che lame offence. 
Bur the counſell and argument of Gamalte/ had ſuch eſteeme and 
reception 2mong the people of the 7ewes,as that they did nor proceed 
. to execution according to their conſulrations, | 
Ergo D Argu= 
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Argument fixth , from Heb. 4, 12. 


ff the word of God of it ſelfe be ſo exceeding quick and powerfull, 
and ſharper then a two edged ſword, to divide between the joynts 
and the marrow,and to pierce to rhe ſecret thoughts and intents of the 
heart, to reduce men to the obedience of the truch. Then the Chriſtt- 
an Magiſtrares materiall ſword, viz, his civill authoritie 15 altogether 
uſelefle to the attainment thereof. 

But it is evident from the very words of the text , that the former 
ts undoubtedly true, 
Ergo, © 
Argument ſeventh, from Acts 26. g, 10, 17. 


If Pau! when he was ſo zealouſly blinde in his unregenerare eſtate 
( before he was converted ) did make ſuch havock of the Church of 
Chriſt, as that he did impriſon and perſecute even to the very Death 
the true profeſſors thereof, and therein he did perſecute not the mem- 
bers onely, bur Chriſt himſelfe, and if after his converſion in his rege- 
nerate eſtate we never reade that he did ever perſecute men in the 
like nature, but made it an aggravarion of his ſins, that he was before a 
perſecurer, a blaſphemer, and an injurious perſon. Then no Chrittian 
Magiſtrate whatſoever, &c. ought to impriſen, perſecute, or pur to 
Death upon that account. | 

Bur the former is evident and undoubtedly true from the very, 
words of the Text. 
E780. : 

Argument eighth, from 2 Ti, 4. 1, and from Titzs 1, 9, 10, 11. 


Tfthe Miniſters of Chriſt who are imployed in the preaching of the 
Goſpel, muſt ſtop the mouthes of gainſayers, cnely by ſound dotrine, 
| by reproofes, and by exhortatrons. Then the Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath 
nothing to do, to interpoſe by his civill authoritie, to ſtop the mouthes, 
to compell orperſecute the perſons who are oppoſers thereof. 
Burt from the very words of the Texts the Major 1s evidently pro- 
A veds Ergo. | | 
Argument ninth, from Tits 3. 10, 17. 


If an hererique after the firſt and ſecond admonition ( according = 
| the 


(25) 
the Judgement of St. Paw ) is to be rejefed and nor perſecuted ; 
Then the Chriſtian Magiſtrate goes beyond his limits, when by his ci= 
vill aurho:1tie he doch perſecure, compell, or impriſon men upon that 
account, ; | 
p Bur the former is undeniable from the forequoted place. 

Yg0, 
Argument tenth, from Eph, 6. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 155 16, 17. 


If the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſle,the Goſpel of peace, the ſhield 
of faith, the helmer of ſalvarion ( which is the word of God ) be the 
whole armour of God, which we are exhorted to pur on, and where- 
with being cloathed, wee ſhall be able ro ſtand againſt the wiles of the 
Devill, and ſhall be able thereby roquench all the fiery darrs of Satan; 
Then the Chriftian Magiſtrates mareriall ſword in his civill auchoricie, 
is altogether excluded and uſeleſſe for the accompliſhment of all Their 
holy ends and purpoſes. 

Bur the former is clearly exhibiced unto us from the very words of 
the Text to be onely true. 

Ergo, 
Argument eleventh, from 2 Tim, 2. 24, 25 26. 


If the ſervant of the Lord muſt nor ſtrive, bu be gentle untoall 
men, apt to teach, and in meekneſle muſt inftru& rhoſe that oppoſe 
rh2mſelyes, if God peradventure will give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of che trucrh, Then no Chriſtian Magiſtrate whatſozver, 
&c, ought 7 if he will be the ſervant of che Lo:d, and be mercifull, e- 
v-n as his Heavenly Father is mercitull ) co uſe any violent meanes, or 
coercive power to bj ing men to the acknowledgement thereof. 

But the Major is true, viz, That the ſervant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, bur be gentle unto all men, &c. 
Eroo, | 

oO 
Argument twelfth, from 2 Cer. 19. 4 5. 


If the weapons which the Apoſtle uſed in his ſpiricuall wartare,were 
not carnall, but mighty through God, for the pullifſg downe of Rrong 
. holds, and caſting downe imaginations, and every high thing that did 
exalt it ſelfe againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivi- 
rie every high thought to the obedience of Chriſt. Then all the car- 


nall weapons, viz, the materiall ſords or civill authorities of all Chrt- 
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ftian Magiſtrates whatſoever, &c. are bur vaine , uſeſefle, and ridien- 
tous for the accompliſhment thereof, 

- Bur the weapons which the Apoſtle uſe&were not carnall bur ſriri- 
tuall and mightie, for the erfecting the ends for the which they were 
ordained, &Cc, 

Er:0, | 
You ſee now Gerrl:men, that according as I before intimated, 1 
have produced all my argumenrs from rhe Monr:ments of the new 1e- 
{tamenc Records, and indeed I tnde ( fo far as 1t hath plzafed God to. 
ove me an inipection thereinto ) that rhe whole curranr of the Scrip- 
rures run dire&ly into this Channel, namely, That your worke in the 
Miniitery of the Goſpel m bringing ſoules to ſalvation by Jeſus Chritt, 
conſiſts onely in exhortations, reprootes, and -1ound doctrine, ro ſtop 
the mouthes oc gain-ſayers. And if ſuch arguments will not prevaile, 
then alas poore {oules are in a loft condition. And then it 1s nor your 
impriſonments, your perſecutions, your exquiſite tortures and violent 

Deaths, that will game any thing upon them upon the former account , 
And indeed nor without very go2d realon ; For the great od of Hea- 
ven and Earth in his ſervice and ro his inft1:urions requires a voluncary 
and willing ( and nor a computtve and ſervile, which ar beſt is but hy- 
pocriticall ) obedience,and that becauſe the advantage is nor properly 
co him, bur rhe concernment redounds at length to our owne ſoules, 
Neicher doe I fhinde throughour the whole Scriprure the leaſt ſyllable 
of compulſion recommended either to Magiſtrates or Miniſters ( no 
not under the old Covenant, although we finde thar after rranſgrefſion 

many by Gods ipeciall command were put to Death as vidlaters there- 
of ) for the accompliſhment of theſe ends aid purpoſes. And here by 
the way.it 18 wor: h your obſervation, That under the Law there was no 
coercive power uſed ( although under the Goſpel you have procured 

the Magittrates ſora for the recovery of them ) ro compell any man 
ro pay tythes, which was then due ( Fare Divine ) to the Prieſts and 

Levires ; Bur thoſe thar were Delinquents therein were curſed by God 

himſelfe, as we finde Mala. 3. g. *oalſo now under the Goſpel a con- 

venient and competent maintenance is yours J#re Divimo( alrhough 
you have no command bur the quire contrary to compel any man there- 
unto. ) And thoſe thar doe refuſe and are Delinquents in this particu- 
lar, it 1s either becauſe you are not true Miniſters, er they are not true 

Members of Jeſus Chriſt, Bur if I am miſtaken in many of theſe parti- 

culars, and come ſhort in my arguments in-relation to the premiſes, I 
will 
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will alſure you I am not ſo averſe and obſtinate in my Principlesy 
bur - better Argumen:rs from Scripture and Reaſon will filence 
me in my - preicent judgement, And therefore if you are able 
ro ſatire me and convince me therein, I ſhall very gladly 
eruſe, wharever you ſhall expoſe ro publick view in order 
thereunto. And if fartisfactory I ſhall wh all demonſtrations of 
honour, reſpect, and civilliry make an inz<nious and grate- 
full recognition ( Wherem alſo of my prei-ne apprehenfions F 
ſhall make an ingenious recantation )  un:o you of ſuch an 
obligation. Bur if you are nor able by Scriprure demonſtrations 
and ſolid reaſons to convirce me, and thereuzon pals it 
over in . filence, I will then entertam ſo much Charity 
concerning you, as to preſume that you grant my Argu- 
ments. | | 

And now moſt Reverend, and much eſteemed Fathers, having 
rocceded thus far with you, let me here in the fear of the Lord 
ut ask you I beſeech you pardon my plaineſs herein  cheſe few 
enſuing interrogations, ER 

Firlt, wherher if you had lived in the days of Queen cAMary ( of 
deplorable and un1appy memory ) you would nor have been wit- 
ting to have lived peaceably and quietly under her Government, 
and would not have made ( according as the Scripture direeth 
you; 1 Tim. 2. 1. 2. ) iupplications, prayers, and interceſſions 
unto God in her behalfe ( whereby you might have lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all Codlineſs and honeſty ) {+ thar you 
might have had the liberty of your conſcience in the profeſſion of 
your Religion, : 

Secondly, Wherher you do' think that ever «the Proreſtant Re- 
ligien is likely ro take footing. among the blind © Mahomerans 
in Turkey, ſo long as that Law remains in' force and pur 
in execution, viz. That it 1s death for any man to diſpute their 
Religion, 

Thirdly, Whether ever the true Proteſtant Religion be ever likely ro 
gain upon the [ralian and Sparmſh borders,ſolong as thoſe perſecurions, 
Tnquifitions, and bloody torture3 are executed againſt rhe true pro= 
feſlors thereof. "23 LE 

Fourrhly, Whether ever the Proteſtant Religion had been likely 
to have been among us as it 1s ( bletfſed be God though nor in that 
purity as it may be ) at this day. Had it not pleaſed God ro. raiſe 
7 D 3 : up 
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up ſuch Magiſtrates as did abolith rhat moſt Diabollicall praQice, 


and inſtitution of perſecuting, and Butchering the true profeflors 
thereof, | 
Bur in aſmuch a3 I have lately peruſed apaſſge in the preface of a 
Book(which itieems by the zeal of ſome leagned perſons 15 now exſtanr 
in the Engliih tongue ) that is ſo directly pertinent to theſe queſtions 
in hand. I think ic worth my pains here to inſert it and preſent 
ir to your ſerious conſiderations. The Authors words are 
theſe, viz, ej 
What is ic ( fay they ) that keeps Mahomets Religion in Turkey 
alive, bur char 1t 15 death to diſpure ir ? And what keeps rhe Popes 
intereſt up in Spain and other Countries bur inquiſitions and tortures 
waich are executed on thoſe who deny his ſupreamacy, and argue 
againſt his Religion ? And what is it that will keep England. from 
ever having the knowiedge of the truch flouriſh within ics Domi- 
nions and Territories, but hea:kning to thoſe that call 
themſelves Miniſters, who racher then they will pare with their 
reputation in the world and their fat Benefices, will cry down 
the greateſt truths for Blaſphemues ;- as it is too apparent 1n theſe 
our days, otherwiſe how 1s. it that notwithſtanding our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt taich, He that will be wy Diſciple muſt deny hinſelfe and take up 
his (roſs daily, &c. and chrough much cribulation mult efirer inco 
tne Kingdom of GoJ, they will rather alter their Religion from Epit- 
Copacy to Presbicery, and ro Epiſcopacy Cor any other Religion thar 
the State andche g2nerality of re of ) 3gaim, ( ſothey may live 
at eaſe, and have their bodies well-pampered ) then be a Diſciple: of 
Jeſus Chriſt upon ſuch rearms ; yea, and rather then they will encer 
into the Kingdome Etrnrough ribulvien and perſecucion, they will 
maintain ſuch a Doctrine , - and ſtand up for ſuch a Religion; the 
profeſſion whereof ſhall never expo'e them to ſuffering for 'it : yea, 
and if they cannot maintain it by Scripture or reaſon, they will ( as 
much as in them lyes ) procure the affiftance of the civill Magiſtrare 
to enforce ir upon the people, though it be againſt their conſciences, 
which if we did bur well conſider it 15 a ſufficient Argument to evince 
the falſeneſs of their Rebgion,ir being ſo unlike to the Religion of Je- 
ſus Ch:iſt and bis Apoſtles, of whom we never read that, they defired 
the civill Magittrate to prote& them, of to eſtablith their Religion by 
force upon the people : for that indeed is but { ar beſt ) the way to 
make men Hypocri:es, in that the moſt of men. will rather imbrace 
| a 
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© @ Religion againſt their .conſciences, then ts ſuffer any thing 


for Religion ſo. farre they, buc I proceed to another que- 
ftion. | 

Fifthly, Why are you not as vigilant and forward in perſecuting 
and puniſhing men for drunkenneſs, adultery, fornication, revellings, 
uncleanneſs, &c. as you are for errors and hereſies in regard you 
find, Gal. 5. 2e, 21. that the one iSenumerated among the works of 
the fleſh, as well as the ocrher ? Bur here by the way, you may pleaſe 
ro take norice that it 1s too well known, that of tuch members as the 


former, many of your pariſh Churches have been conlticured, and 


ſuch may frvear, revell, and be drunk, and yer fleep in a whole skin 
( and not ſo much as ſuffer excommunication ) when as ro be latter 
it hatch been counted a Capitall Crime, and to be ſure he ſhall not 


{ if you have had the power in your hands ) eſcape icor free, nay 


moreover it hath been obſerved by ſome whoare able ro give an am- 
ple teſtimony thereof; Thar alchough you will preach molt notably in 
your Sermons upon the Sabbath day againft drunkenneſs, revellings,and 
the like ; yer no ſooner hath the Sabbath been over, bur ſome of you 
(God forbid thar I ſhould fay all,for know many of you are very pious, 
devout men, and exceeding circumſpect in your lives and converſati- 
ons | have been the firſt Ringleaders ro begin the week in order to 
che accompliſhment of ſuch vices. I know I have touched the quick 
in this particular, bur yer I am not aſhamed to write ir, but I would 


| have thoſe thatare guilcy herein to be aſhamed of ſuch ations, and 


ler them fear and tremble when they read thoſe Scriptures, 
Rom, 2, 21, 22. and Exe. 38. 8. and 34. 10. when the 
loſs of ſo many ſouls muſt at the laſt day be required at their 
hands. 

Sixthly, Whether it be not a Diabollicall Stratagem to ſeduce men 
firſt into erroneous Principles and then fs them with a conceit 
of rhe infallibiliry rhereof, and afterwards ftir them up ro hedge in 
their Church ( not with the Law of the moſt high God, with which 
every true Church is incloſed ) with the civil Magiſtrates ford to 
fortifie themſelves againſt all oppoſitiens, whereby he may thereby 
in all ages of theworld make a great defeRtion fron the knowledge 
and worſhip of rhe true God. 

Having now layd down theſe few ſober queſtions, it will be alſo 
here werth your obſervation what ſome men ( and thoſe very intelli- 
gent and pious perſons ) have taken notice of, viz, That afrer the 
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generall revolt of the Nations to Idolatry fince the coming of Chrif}, 
and making a defection from che worthip and knowledge of the true 
God, yet.tince that reformation in Martin Luthers time ( who then in 
ſundry poynts of Religion gave his holineſle the Pope a moſt deadly 
wound) to this very day trurh by lictle & liccle hath till gained ground. 
And they ſay that Epiicopacy when hilt erected here in E-glard,in the 
booke of common prayer was Popery retined;And after that Presbytery 
was Epiſcopacy rehined, and after that I»dependency was Presbytery refi- 
ned, &c. And if this be true I hope at length ( when all che miſts and 
fogs of perſecution inquiſions and tortures ( which are the dregs of the 
Romith Religion) are blowne away.) we ſhall arrive at a perte& day. 
And indeed if we will bur conſult with the recerds of by-paſt generati- 
ons ; the Hiſtory of former times will abundantly manifeſt this ver 
rruth. As for inſtance. Our Forefathers ( 1 meane thoſe of the Eprſco- 
pall perlwaſion ) were the men, whoſe fame ſands upon eternall re- 
cords(as well as in the tranſitory volumes of peri:hing paper) for their 
zeale and courage in the cauſe of Chriſt,in enduring ſuch exquiſite tor- 
tures ( I am afraid many now adayes would be very cold in that parti- 
cular, if it ſhould pleaſe God ro call them to ſuch a Baptiſme-) in the 
bloudy Raigne of Queene Mary, even for conſcience ſake, yer herein 
was the defection of thoſe that did ſurvive them, that no ſooner did it 
pleaſe God to raiſe them vp a deliverer (even Queene Elizabeth of 
blefled memory ) but they did afrerwards perſecure ( and put many to 
death ) upon the ſame account. | | 

Againe, cur Forefathers (1 meane thaſe of the Presbyterian perſiva- 
fon ) were the men who alſo (though nor inſo large an extent) are up- 
- on the ſame records with the former for ſuffering baniſhment under 
the tyranny of the late Biſhops, even for conſcience ſake, yer herein 
was their defection alſo, that no ſooner did it pleaſe God thar they 
. were ſafely arrived in New-Ergland, and had ere&ed a Government 
of their.owne, bur they did more rigirouſly and more ſharply then the 
Biſhops themſelves perſecure ( and do to this very day, and ſometimes 
pur to death alto ) all non-confermiſts upon the ſame account. 

Againe, You which are alive at this day of the Presbyterian perſa- 
fion deſerve perpetually to be enroaled in the records of everlſting 
fame, for your courage and magnanimitie, in oppoſing the late Biſhops 
in their Antichriſtian tyranny , together with all the reliques of thar 
 Prelaticall and ſuperſtitious Hierarchy. Bur yer herein was your defe- 

. Rionthar no ſooner did it pleaſe God to raiſe you up ſuch Magiſtrares 
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(2:2, that, once renoxned and moſt fanious ſong Parliament ) as did 
countenance you therein, but you did immediately ( as ſoone as you 
bad the power in your owne hands ) perſecure alſo upen the ſarae ac- 


coun, And pray (it a man may attume the bolnetſe to aske you. } 


what did you in thoſe dayes, bur only remove ene 1uperſticious to:me - 


. of worfhip ro ſer up another { and you are naw againe endeavouring 
- might and maine to erect 1c asa ſecond Babel, which if I am no: very 
much miltaken in rhe gentous of the rimes, ir will be ſooner bliſted 
then before, and ſo wil all impoſed formes whatſoever ) whereas had 
you been then (0 prudent as to have defired the Parliament: on-ly to 
have abolithed thar coercive power as did compell m2n to the fo:mer, 
rhen if yours had been better and more ſpiricuall,thac of it felfe by de- 
grees Would have fallen to che ground. And [ am perſivaded ſhoutd 
our preſent Governours nov bur connive at that way of worthip, as the 
old Prorector did ( which made thoſe of thar perſwaſion ( rill bis Eng- 
ft inquittion came up, Which I do _ believe was one cauie of his 
fo ſudden expiration) ro have charirable chovghrs of him, and chereup- 
on were willing to give him ctvill obedience to his uſurped autho itie} 
there wauld be bur very few ( onely ſuch pragmaricue fellows as te 
the applauſe of the people ) would pur ic in practiſe intheir parochiall 
Congregations. . 

And here I muſt confeſs it 1s a plaine dilemma to me, That the civill 
Magiſtrate hath nothing to do2 in matters of Religion ; when 4s the 
Parhament in afſembling you ro conſul thereupon, they did thereby 
acknowledge their owne inſuſhciency therein. Bur however they were 
relolved to ratifie , confirme and eltablith (yyhether ic were eichzr by 
fire'or fagot ) whatever you ſhould propoſe to then in order thereun- 
to. And moreover in thoſe dayes it was obſerved that you were ſo ex- 
ceeding covetous ( and indeed thar fn many do obſerve is the.predo- 
minant fin among thoſe of your perſivaſion) that if you had bur an o:der 
of Parliament, yon. would make no bones (this I will aflure you will al- 
wayes ſtand as a continual blot to your perperuall infamy ) to go and 
take poſſeſſion and rurne our wives and children, and Minitter and all 
( of choſe of the Eprſcopall perſvalion) out of houſe and home ( even to 
. beg their bread f.om. the charttie of good diffoſed and well-minded 


= 


people ) which was as much his right ( if choſen by the conſent of the 
Pariſh, and they wHling ro accept of them for their Miniſter ) as an 
hundred pound per 77m 1s any of yours 1f conferr'd upon you by him 
who hath the right of donation, _ ic as,l preſume,came that _ 
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tager;of a Presbyterian which a Gentlewoman once told me (ſuppoſing 
me to b2 on? of that periwation ) that thee gave in the beginning of 
theſe times to a Gentleman that was at dinner with her, which was as 
followeth ; The Gentleman tt ſeemes among other ſerious duſcourſe 
Ws Crying up Juch a Miniſter tor a very Godly, religious, and confſct- 
entious man;whereupon theGentlewoman replyed(which if it were the 
product of her owne genious, ſhee deſerves to be elteemed in my ap- 
preherfion for ingenuitie the non-ſuch of her ſex ) that fince the late 
reformation thee did by no meanes 1o well like. the word Godly, bur 
yet a pious deyout man thee loved with her ſoule ; bur moreover thee 
fyd, that as-to that Godly Miniſter he then ſpake of, for her part ſhee 
was of arother-perſwaſion, and her reaſon was bec2uſe he was a Presby- 
terian, or old Pur:tan; whereunto the Gentleman replyed.; Pray Ma- 
dam,why have you ſuch uncharicable thoughts of chem ? I beſeech you 
let me receive lome ſatisfaGtion herein;what is a Presbyterian? Where- 
unco thee ſuddenly gave him a reſponſe, that thee could give him tun- 
dry definicions of tuch a perſon, bur in ſhort, he might pleaſe to take 
him thus; * viz. He was one that would not drive out his owne hoggs 
ut of his Neighbours Corne upon a Sunday, which in plaine Ezgliſh rs 
thus,layd thee ; He was one that would ſtraine at agnat, bur he would 
ſwallow a Cammell. Thus 1t ſeemes ſhee knew by experience, or elſe 
certainly ſhee would nor have catt ſuch anaſperſion upon men of your 
profeſſion. 434 
Bur inaſmuch as there is another obje&ion levied againſt you, w1z, 
Thar alchough many of your auditors, are ſometimes convinced that 
many of your doctrines which you endeavour to 1mpoſe uponthein are 
{omervhar irrational ( among the reſt I will here inſtance in one which 
28 alledged againft you, viz, Thar you doe nor truly obſerve that gol- 
denrule in rhe Golpel, ar. 7. 12. whemas you.endevour perſecu- 
gion againfi others for conſcience ſake, and yer plead for a tolleration 
for your ſelves upon the ſame account_) yer to anticipate them herein, 
you will tell them, that in things to be believed, they mult ſubje& 
their Reaſon to their faith 5 and not fairh to-their*carnall (as you call 
ic ) and corrupted Reaſon, Wherefore I am-reſqlved before I leave 
you, toinſerc here a few lines more ( requeſting your paricnce in the | 
peruſall ) in vindication thereof, And here by the way, you may vleaſe 
ro take notice that I have lacely peruſed a Booke intr'v1led, D:ſſertatre 
de Pace, cc. wherein is elegantly and acurely argued, rhar not to much 
a'bad oxinion, as a bad life, excludes a Chriſtian our of the kingdomg 
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of Heaven, and al(o that thoſe who paſſe amongſt us under the name of 
Hereriques, are notwithſtanding to be rollerared. The Author wheres 
of it ſeems had 1uch a charirable opinion of the Socimars(aſect Ipre- 
ſume ſo farre from your Charic:ble conceptions, that you conclude an 
impoſſibilitie of their ſalvariona ) char he purpoſely p:nw'd the {ame 
as an Apologte for them ; nor that he approved of thzir Doctrine 
( for in his Booke he once and againe ditoivnes ic ) bur becauſe he 
was perſwaded, that if the h1tth judgements of men were once mi:t- 
gated concerning the moſt odious opinion of all the heac of rhac bicrer 
zeale wherewith Chriſtians are generally incited to perſecute ditſer- 
ters in Religion, would by degrees evaporace. And moreover, he was 
induced to have ſuch! charicable choughts of rhem upon this account 
( and if you pleaſe ro peruſe the nin:h Chapter of that Buoke, ic will 
chere more largely and plainly a-p-are ) even from their modeit and 
ſober reaionings and ſuipition , chx: in many heads of Doctrinz ( inſe- 
verall ages of the Church ) plaine words were wreſted to forraizn and 
Philoſophicall ſenſes, waltt che F+chers dic wich ingenious comments 


tick the myſteries of ch\ir Philoſoohy to the Word of God, that they 


might not teeme to have J2ammzd in vaine. For what thould be the 


caule, ſay rh-y,thar :o':ching the received explicaton of the holy Tri- 


«niti-(Plais and 7r:f.z.g ſiau (peak more clearly )chen the ſacred Scrip- 


ture ? or Wit :22:0n .nould there be, why the Sc:ipture ſhould more 
timorouſly ai cbutcely deliver to holy a Myltery, then the foreſaid 
Philoſophers ? 3 h:fe an che like rhings ( ira he ) chongh they doe 
not acqui: -hem 0: errour, yet doe they cleare rhem from the im ute 
tion of ra3nfle. And here Gemlemen I could aske you a queſtion 
concerning th2 holy Trim:ie, wiich | believemetther you nor all che 
Divines in Ezg/azd ( ſhonld you liy your heads together to con wir -) 
cor:1d hardly give a ſatisfaSory an:wo* therevnto, viz, Thar if it be 
ſuch a fendamentrall, and fuch an inrallible rruth, withour rhe belie- 
ving whereof ( as you'doe affirme ) a man cannoc poitibly be faves, 
Wh:t 13 rhe reaſon then thar the ewes th2 antient people of God did 
no: belicve this DoRrine, and worſhip three perſons '1 one (30d as 
well 1s you ; Certainly, all will confefle, that wnto ther (as rhe Ape= 
fle inuimateth, Roms. 3. 2. ) were committed the whole Oracies of Got, 


- anc! yet rhis great truth was obſcured and hidden from theta ; which 


makes many toſcruple and ſuproſe that your DoXrinz of the'Trinitie, 
viz, Trinitie in Unitie and Unitie in Trimtie , three diftin& perſons 
in one inſeparable and undivided eflence, is builr ( not upon the foug- 
F 2 , Cation 
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eEntionof the Prophers and Apoliles, bur ) onely upon the- inven.ions 
-of tnen, which ar beſt is bur a ruinous and torrering foundation. And 
here againe 1 cannot but take no:ice of another Booke which I have 
alio peruſed, incituled, 7 Le Blaſphemer flame with the fovord of the Spi- 
r1t, penn'd by a very learned and judicious man, in aniwer to-what an- 
e:her very learned and judicious man had written upom: this abſtruſe 
and ib lime concroverſie concerning the holy Trinicie(alchough-ſhould 
} here name the perion, 1 preſume you ould immediarely reply, that 
he is condemned as Hetredox wn his Judgement by moſt of the ablett 
Minitters in E-g/anud ( ſed affirmantss ef probare } yer this let me tel 
you, that as ro his life and converſation, there 15 n2t a man of you is a- 

ble ro tay black is his eye |) wherem before he comes tro give a direct 

anſiver to his adverſacies arguments (being unable to contute them by 

plaine Scripture and Reaſon.) he endeavours to pofleite his Readers 

with one confideration. that will utterly enervate every one of them 

( although ir ts here worth yowr oblervation, that the Auchor whom he 

fo birrerly enveighs againſt, had ant:cipated him before from making 
fuch an objection, yer he rakes not the leaſt notice thereof) v:z.. That 

when he tells you ( faich he ) thar the Spirit ſpeaketh from God, hear- 

eth from God, receiveth from God, 1s ſent of God, 1s the gitr of Ged, 
changeth place , maketh interceflion for ns, &c, and: irom thenes 

drawes his concluf:on ; The anſwer tn a word is this (and it would ſuf- 

fice ſairh he , ro op the mouth of any ſober minded man ) Thar all 

theſe chings are ſpokendf the holy Ghoſt improperly, and muft be fo 

expounded, From whence he doth: acknowledge, That if theſe places 

of Scripture from whence his Antagoniſt did produce his arguments 

were to- be rake in a proper ſenſe, as they are phinly layd downe 

in the very letter of the Text, then his aſſertions were of validi- 

tie and unanſwerable. And that they are not to be ſo raken, ir is 

onely his bare atſertions, and hath no other ground to ſay ſo, bur 

enely his pre-conceived opinion ( as the Author nimſelfe whom he 

anſivers hath ſayd ) without the leaſt proofe ; Wherefore when firſt 

I peruſed his Booke, FE thought ic was but a very weake kinde 

- of arguing to ſarisfie one that did really ſcruple in that poynr ; 
zuft as if a man ſhould alledge according to the plaine Text of Scrip- 

: ure, that our Blefied Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift was crucified ac 
Jeruſalem, and another ſhould deny the ſame, and affirm that he was 

erucified at Rome or at Conj?antinople, and ſhould ſay that although 

the lewer of the Scripture doth. affirmi that he as crucified ar 
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Terwſalem, yet ir was no: fo, but ir muſtbe underſiood myſtically, 


tigurarively, or ſpiricually, and not properly, and ihould'rhe alleds; 


thar place, Kev. 11. 8, for proof thereot,: Wien as thi very text © 


if rightly examinz& and confidered, would tufhcienely* convince any 


rationall man.in the world from making ſich a vainand frivolons- in- * 


terpretacion. Bur waving this digrefiion ( defiring your pardon in 
the prolixiry thereof ) I thallknow proceed ro demomirare whar can 
be alledoed in vinuication of right reaton, to be adraitred infmarters 
of Faith. And here I ſhall nor give you the bare ecnceptions of 
my own brain ( which I acknowledge rs very weak m this particular) 
bur rather the judgement of one who is tas more able then my ſelfe, 
and hath writrereupon this point : And herein I {hal be very iuccin&t 
and give you only one paſſage which 1 find inthe Preface of this Book 
( if you defire further ſarisfattion m vmdication oF right -reaſor, 
E ſhall refer you ro the Book it ſelfe, the Title whereof is Brevss 
Dojo or a brief enquiry touching a better way then is commonly 
made uſe of to refute Papifts, and to reduce Proteſtants to a certainty 
and unity in Religion)hns words are theſe, iz, Nevertheleſs there will 
not be wanting {ome,and they ſuch as profeſs themfelys grear zelorsin 
the Prorefiant cauſe,who initkelihood wikftomack;at e1e peblicareon of 
this liccle Freaty, becauſe rea'oh is e1erein (and that notfw'e :ourtevi- 
dent neceſſity ) much cryed up, My debre therefore is, thar ſuch per- 
ſons would but conſider what the holy Scripture ſaith in+ this behalfe : 
Namely hew Paw!, Roms. 1 2. 1. calls the ſervice which Chriltians 
are to exhibit unto God a rational, or reaſonable. ſervice.” -And- P#ter 
1 Epiſt, 2. 2. Stilerh the Word: of the Goſpetl which'he preached, 


fincere rational milk { for ſo'the originall harh ir, as any one who is 


$kill'd in that rongue, and Tooketh into the Greek contexr,- may per- 
ceive, ) And Chapter 3. 15. he ſaith, be ready always c6-make-n 


Apology unto every one that asketh you a' reaſon, "concerning the 


hope that is in you with meekneſs and fear, which'pallage cleatly inti- 
marerh, thar as there is no incongruity for others to require a reaſoh, 
for our hope in Chriſt , ſo we Chriſtians are above all-other profeſſors 
whatſoever, obliged to be very rationall :* For to makean Apology or 
defence inthe behalf of ſo abſtruce and fublime: a Do&rine -as 'orirs 
is, requireth a more then ordinary improvement of reaſon, This beihs 
ſo, ir:-may ſeem ſtrange why ſogreat a number of Proreſtant Miniſters 
ſhould make rea'on a.common Fheam to diſclaim againſt giving to'ir 
( without warrant of Scripure )- the _ of corrupt reaſon, and car- 


3 nalt 
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nal reaſon, and other theilike Elogies. But the truth 1s, they them- 
ſelves -hold-many abſurd, tidiculous, - and unreaſonable opinions, and 
ſo know right well, that if men once begin to make ule of their reaſon, 
and bring rhe Doctrines thar are commonly raught-co the rouchftone 
of the Scripture explained and managed ipa ractonall way, their Te=- 

12rs and repucation with the people will ſoon be laid in the duſt, For 
che prevention whereof they in their Pulpics perpetually cry out a- 
gain(t reaſon, and I would they did not againlt Morall hon-(ty coo, of 
which ewo precious and profitable things there 15 ſo gre: a lc vcicy, 
char we inay juſtly impute the miſeries under waich. 2 Unrittian 
world hath a long tume groaned, to che wan: of them. Wizretore let 
ſuch Miniſters hence forward, eicher leave off clunouring agaurt rea- 
ſon, or no more open their mouths againſt Papiſts, and their opinion a- 
bour. Tranſubſtantiation ; For whotoever ſhall tifc the conroverlie 
berween Papiſts and Proteſtants concerning it; (hall find rhar che 
principall, if noc the only ground why we reject it, 15 becav' 1£18 re- 
-pugnant unto realon, Bur if Traniubſtan:1arion is tobe dilclatm-d be- 
icauſe contrary to reaſon ;. why thall not all other unreaſonable Do- 
.Grines upon-the ſame account be explo:ied, eſpecially ſceing there is 


-{carge any one of then, can plead ſo plauſible a colour of Scripture for 


it ſelfe as that can ſo far he. And indeed ny marvell that we haye fo 
many horrid portentious and uncealomble onions in the midd”: of us 
when as reaſon is ſo much cry2d down and exclaimed 1gain(t, An the 


-rruth of it 15, what opinion may not a min be enduced.:o beligve if ic 


be generally received that right reaſon is.noc ro be admirred in mat- 
ters of Faith, And as I have heard ſome” fay thar there is a Miniſter in 
the City of London dork deny the very Reſurrection of the body, And 
indeed what Fundamentcall truth is there that he may not defy upon 


..the ſame account. If he may make ſo bold with ſacred wrir { as irs 


fayd,he doth roo frequently in his expoſi-tons ).as upon the :moſt plain 
obvious licterall- texts thereof to pur his fgurative my{ticall- allezori- 
call and nonſenſicall interpretation - well Gen:lemen, I have done, 
only take this with you inthe concluſion, That to worthip - a-falfe 
God inſtead of the true is a Diabgllicall delution, fo likewite to-wor- 
ſhip the true God in a falſe manner ( «tr birwm tavis accipe, for 
they are tearms equivolent ) is a Doarine alio of Satans-infttiution, 
to whomit Saint Pax! were now upon earth he would deliver-you, ap 
that youmight learn nct ro blaſpheme ( for whereas you charge others 
with blaſphemous Doctrines, if all the chaffe were te be fifted upgn 

| | | due 
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dne examination, you your ſelves I fear would be found the. greater 
MRIOn Joon I having no ſuch commiſſion I ſhal recommend you 
to the care and preteRtion of the moſt high God, defiring that it-would 
pleaſe his Majeſty to grant unto youthe Spirit of wiſedom, the- ſpirit 
of illumination, ( to diicern berween the Spiric of truth , andthe ſpi- 
rit of error)the ſpirit of meckneſle and of true love gnd charity roe 
wards yeur difſenting Brethren, that all wrath, contention, emulacion, 
. Arife, and perſecuting principles may be layd afids and for ever buri- 
ed inthe embers of oblivion, and ſo ( Men, Brethzen, and Fathers ) 
Grace be with your Spirits, Amer: 


To theSupream eA uthority of this N a- 
tion, The Commons of England Aſſembled®u Parliament. ' 


The humble Petition af a trus friend and faithfull Servant 
to this Common-wealth. 


pgpapat—_—— 


a 'en:bled in Parliament ) were inforced to take u 

MEN! A:ms indefence of their juft rights and liberties(borg 
W/ EA in civills and { iritvalls) agamſt the encroachments 
WARS) and v:rpation of the late King, which by virtue .of 
his Soveratgn power andauthority, and by the inſtigarion of his evill 
Counſellours had annexed t5 his Crown, and would have ſtill retained 
them unto this day.( had nor attextraordimry Providence interpoſed) 
as his own prerogarive. Bur whereas afrer many ſharp conteſts and 
barrles foughr on either ſide, and afrer many __ appeals made to: 
Heaven to decide the controverſie, itpleaſed the Lord of Hoſts, the 
God of Battle ar length todecide the quarrell on the peoples fide, 
by the totall vanquiihing the King and his party, So that hererpon 
( by the good providence of God )the good people of this Nation, 
were 


BA Hat whereas inthe year of our Lord, 1641. the peos - 
TWP! rle of this Common-wealth ( by their Truſtees Af--. 


(38 ) 
wete ina fair tendency again after their long cor.cinted wars ( by the 
abofition af Monatchy ) towards ative ſerttement, and in relation 
to the premiſes { asto the thing contended for ) were inſtated into a 

riect freedom.” Bur yet notwithſtancing Satan that moſt implaca- 
pie enemy of the ſouls of men, envying our ſo much defired happineſs, 
herein hal ſince ſo exceecingly divided us { by ſowing the ſeeds , of 
diſcord and dg amongſt us ) inte ſo many teverall Seas and par= 
ties ( each hating and con:emming one another even to the very death, 

for no ocher caule chen fome ſmall difference in Judgement) purpoſe- 
* ty rokeep us from true love and charity, that ſo ie may at length de- 
ftroy and conſume one another, whereupon your humble Petitioner 
veins much grieved and almoſt overwhelmed in tpiric ( by reaſon of 

r inteſtine deviſions ) for his native Countries bleeding miſeries 
(which is now reduced ſo exceeding low and poor for want of a trade, 
thar ic lzes even at the latt gaſp crying out for a true ſerrlement } it 
pleaſed the Lord our of his goodneſs rowards him ro communicate un- 
to his peor underſtanding a very expedient way to reconcile, ſarisfie, 
and to ſecure rhe interelt of all thete parties rogether, and therefore 
thought ir nor only xequitite bur alſo necetſary te expoſe ir to publick 
view, And whereaFou are the perſons which are the only viſhle Su- 
pream power of this Nation, whomult be inſirumentall herein ro c<+ 
ment us together by your civill Authority.. He hath taken the humble 
boldneſsropreſent the ſame untoyou,8 doth moſt humbly bzſeech yor, 
that as you render the Nations intereſt and pretervation together wich 
your own ( for all your intereſts are as much concerned therein as any 
perſons whatſoever ) that ru would forthwith be pleaſed ro rake the 
ſame into your ſe-ious confiderarians. And if after your peruſall chere- 
of, you thall deem ir worthy of your acceprations, and thereupon or- 
der the inſertment of it into ourPublick intelligence as a recognition 
thereof, he hath his defire ("hoping thereby char you will ſpeedily ap= 
ply your ſelves to'the accompliſhment thereof, ) | 


D 


eAnd your Petitioner ( as in dat y obliged 
for all Chriſtian Magft rates ) 


| ſhall ever pray, &c. 
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To the Right Honourable the Worthy Re- 
preſentatives and Truſtees of the People, 
the Commons of England «Aſſembled in 
Parliament, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

F that be a certain Trurh(as moſt certain it is, which is alſo a 
I known Maxim in the Law ) Salus Populi ſuprema lex 3 and 
if that alſo be as true ( which isa Maxime equivolent with 
the former) that good Laws mannaged by good Governours 
are the Walls and Bulwarks of a Nacion for its continual pre- 
preſervation 3 Then certainly it will unavoidably tollow 
(wichour ſtraining the Premiſes) that that which is contrary 
thereunto (viz, bad Laws pur intothe hands of Mate-admi- 
niftrators) muſt needs be the Rams and Batteries for its con- 
tinual Ruine and Deſolation. This then being premiſed 
Cmoſt Worthy and Grave Senators ) be pleaſed to know, 
that although I am a ſtrangerto your Perſons (as you allo 
are as pgs ne unto me) yet having for a long ſeaſon been 
mach perplexed in my thoughts, and grieved in my ſpirit 
for my Native Countries bleeding miſeries, which by reaſon 
of our inteſtine diviſions ( for want of true Love and Cha- 
rity one toward another) is now reduced foexceeding low and 
poor for want of a Trade, that it lies even ar the laſt gaſp 

crying out for a True Settlement. Ir pleaſed God at length 
out of his goodneſs towards me, to communicate unto my _ 
poor underſtanding, the onely probable Way and Means for 
the accompliſhment thereof, And whereas you arethe onely 
'Vilible Supream Authority of this Nation, who muſt be in- 
ſtrumental cherein for the bringing it to perfe&ion ; | was e- 
ven conſtrained tg make my Addrefie unto you, and to be- 
' ſeechr you, that if you have _ zeal to the Glory of God, or 
F : - any 


aniy bowels of compaſſion toward your Native Countries pre- 
ſervation, that you would then ſpeedily.take my enſuing lines 
into your ſerious confideration; And oh that I could (I ſpeak 
it from -my very ſoul) but effe&ually perſwade every one of 
you to embrace the Counſel herein propoſed, which'if afſen- 
ted unto, and accompliſhe, certain I am, we might 'yerbe (if 
the decree be not gone out againſt us for our definition ) the 
moſt happy flouriſhing Nation this day under the Sun; And 
therefore as Motives and inducements hereunto,give me leave 
(in the Fear of the Lord). in the firſt place +bur to.ask you, 
What was it that made the Long Parliament ſo Famous and 
{9 Renowned ( in the eſteem of good and Godly men) when 
they were firſt Aſſembled, but onely their Aﬀercing and own= 
ing the Juſt Rights and Liberties of the People (both in Ci- 
vils and Spiricuals ) againſt the encroachments and uſurpati- 
on of the late King and. his Tyrannical Government. for 
the which you may well remember it made us not account our 
Lives and Eſtates pretious for their ſakes. And truly I may 
fay (as a Pious and Learned man did once fay tothe Tyrant 
Oliver) Liberty was that Motto in their enligns which encou- 
raged the Souldiers of Chriſt to fight and pray - under them, 
and for the which I make no queſtion, vi&tory came ſo often 
and lighted upon their Banners. | 
Ic is true Gentlemen, ( and Ipreſume your ſelves are 
not ignorant thereof) that immediately before the Long 
Parliaments diflolution , many were the reproaches of the 
World (which was almoſt in every mans mouth that one did 
meet withal ). wherewith they did beſmear them and revile 
them; And I preſume alſo you will 'not eſcape ſcot-free from 
ſcandalous afpertions upon the ſame account ; But for my 
own part, I ſhall not from ſuch Male-contented perſons (who 
do not know themſelves what gthey would have) learn toſpeak 
evil of you, but wherein you do afſert Good & Righteous Prin=- 
ciples,I ſhall Honour & Eſteem you, but if on the contrary,you- 
muſt give me leave to tell yeu, that Iſhall not be afraid to. de= 
elare againſt yon, you know that there were ſome in the former 
Houſe that were great promoters of Qaths & Engagments wh if- 
Oaths {limply confjdered in-relatiqn to that web 18: juſt & good), 
I was willing therein. with.all. my Soul to concede with chem(ic 


being 
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being that,as you will fiad in 1,2 Contenesof this Book,thax 
I do mainly afſert and plead for).but as for their Oath of Ab- 
juration, 1 muſt tell you. thac I did abhor and deteſt the very 
Conications thereof, it being in my apprehention down righc 
\ againſt the very providence of Almighty God, for who knows 
I ſay bus that the time may come wherein all our Neigbour 
Nations may combine together co afliit that exiled perſon to 
invade your Territories , Cbur if we were united within our 
* ſelves, I ſhould chink it alcogether impoſſible). and if their 
Armies over-power us, we nut then be enforced to accept of 
him upon any. terms for our preſent ' preſervation 3 And 
who knows again, had they not been diflolved, but che time 
might have come, wherein the —_—_ and Sedarian parties 
'< wh ſome ſay, were then both dis-ſatisfied and diſobliged in 
regard of their adhering to the Neutral and Rigid: Presbyteri- 
au ) might not have combined together to have Courted. the 
King upon ſuch terms as is here inſerted, who'I am-perſwaded 
(poorGentleman would gladly comein upon ſuch propoſitions, 
and would ratifie and confirm (ſetting the three firſt Articles 
a (ide) theſe fundamentals. Ihave ſeen in my remembrance 
. as unprobable things as theſe come to paſs; And 1 preſume I 
need not go any further then your own houſe for proof there- 
of z Andif this had come to paſſe, it would not have been | 
their potent Army that could have ſecured them; Forunleſs 
they could have raiſed them monies (which I fear would have 
been very difficult, / unleſs they had declared juſt things) they 
would have forſaken them if Lambert could have paid them, 
(after their revolc from their obedience to ſupream Authority) 
they had not again been theirs (nor yet yours as they are at 
this day.) And if this once had been effe&ed, Iam perſwad- 
ed thele Members would have been the very ſcorn and diri- 
fion of the whole Nation; And alchongh their Lives and E- 
ſtates might.have been thereby ſecured, ' yet I do believe had 
they all lived co the age of Methyſslah, there would nor one of 
them have ever been ſo much as in nomination for a furure 
Repreſentative; And cruly Gentlemen not in the leaſt meaſure 
to flatter them ox you (a thing as averſe to. my conſtitution 
as Light and Darknefle are conrrarieties) 1:ſhall cell you my 
real thonghts in plain Exgliſn, viz. That I had much rather 
| F 2 engage 
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engage with the aforementioned partics, were I certainof 
the event, that ſuch chings would be ſecured: and eſtabliſht as 
are here propoſed to be foundamentals in che Government of 
this Nation (though 1 my ſelf did periſh in the expedirion- for 
the atainment thereof ) then to have engaged co ſupport either 
chem or you in unjuſt and unrighteous proceedings. But Tam 
-perſwaded better things of you ( and things that will make for 
a true ſertlement_) though Fdo thus ſpeak. 7 | 
_ -In mp enſiyng propoſals, | ſhall not with the zeal of Martin 
Luther make my-appeals unto you fora General Counſel, nor 
yet-with the zeal of Arminius petition your Honors for a Nati- 
onal Synod, whereby toeſtabliſh Ecclefraftick ſanfions by your 
civil Authority,(and ir is not unlike, but if you pleaſe co peruſe 
my precedene-Epiſtle to the Miniſters of Exgland, you will be 
-partly convinced, that thoſe are things of that ſublime nature 
'which comenot within your ſphear tointermedle withal Jleaft 
the former produce as good effets as the Counſel of Trent, or 
che latter have che ſame event with the Dort conference, or 
with our General Aſſembly at the long Parliaments firft com- 
mencement.And here give meleaveto cell you,(& ic is worrh 
all Chriſtian Magiſtrates obſervation if they are willing rightly 
'to apprehend their erue interefi)thar the gronndsofall theru- 
mes and Devaſtations of the largeſt and moſt Magnifieient Eme- 
-piersin the World proceeded Originally by eftabliſting fuctr 
Impious Laws and Statutes as did perſecute men upon that 
very accompt. 'Nebuchadnezar that univerſal Monarch eſtabliſh- 
ing a moſt Impious and Blaſphemois decree, and compelling 
others againſt their conſciences to fall down and worſhip thar 
golden Image which he had ſetup , whatbecameofhim?' che 
Text ſaith, He was driven from men, and did graze with the 
Beaſts of the field. And in his Sons reign, who was as Impious. 
as the Father) the Kingdom was divided: and given co the 
Medes and Perfians; This 1s ſo plain and fo perſpicuous a truth, 
that I need not ſtand to multiply inſtances in' this particular. 
'Whatis become of the Romans univerfal Monarchy, who did 
ſo butcher the poor Chriſtians in the ten perſecutions ? Andto 
come a little n1eerer home to our ſelves , what is become of 
our late perſecuting Epiſcopacy, together with all the adjun&s 
of that Antichriſtian Hierarchy ? and. truly cre long T = ve 
waded: 
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iwaded by experience we whit, ( althotigh at this junure 
of time they labour might and maine for the ſupremacy ) what 
is become of our zealous perſecuring Presbytery? It was a rare 
andtrne ſaymyg of Gregory Nazianzen, who ſaith, he never ſaw 
any 'Councel havea good end, for what is the endof then 
buc cruelty and perſecution ? | And when' they have decreed 
what they think good, then they procurethe Magiftrates ſword 
, toimpole their decrees upon mens conſciences ;. and why any 
Church-or State ſhould ' call Counſels to make decrees, in cate 
of conſcience it cannot be defended, the Counſel of Jeruſalem 
will not warrant it, and yef, Counſel was guided by an infalli- 
ble ſpiric; againſt which dpinion and praQice, that noble 
Prince not long tince King of Bohemia ( and it is right worthy 
your Honors obſervation ) bath written in theſe words , and 
notwithſtanding ( ſaith he )the ſucceſs of theſe latter times, 
wherein ſundry opinions have been hatched- about the ſubje& 
of Religion, - may make one clearly diſcern with his eye, and 
(as it were touch with: his finger,that according to the verity 
of the holy Scripture, and a maxime heretofore held by the 
antient DoQors of the: Church , that mens conſciencs ought 
1 no'ſort to be violated, urged, or conſtrained; and whenſo- 
ever men have attempted any ſuch thing - by this violeut 
courſe, whether openly or by ſecrec means, the iſfue hath been 
pernicious, andthe cauſe of great and wonderful innovations 
in the Principalleſt and mightieſt Kingdoms and Countreys of 
all Chriftendome, &c. And further his Majeſtic ſaich, ſo chat 
once more we do proteſt before God and the whole World,thae 
fron this time forward we are firmly reſolved not to perſe= 
ene or moleſt,, or ſuffer to: be perſecuted or moleſted , any 
erſon whatſoever m martters-of Religion , no nor they which 
rofeſs'themfelvesro be of the Roman Church, neither to trou- 
Lie fiordifiurbabem in the-exerciſe of their Religion, provy- 
ded rhey live: peaceably-and conformably to the Laws of the 
Stratesz and Maneforeicheremiferconiiiired; theſe are not 
the things (.my Lords and Genelemen ) which I ſhall petition. 
you for, butiwall humilicy it is- for this ; namely that you 
would fetcle theGoverment of theſe Nations of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, .and'the Dominions 'and Territories thereun- 
tobdonging inthe way: of a: Free. State-and equal Common- 
IK | F 3 wealch, 
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wealth,” and that upon ſuch fundamentals as you will-finde 
herein contained ; that it ſhall be high Treaſon for- any perſon 
in a future Repreſentative, which fhall go about to repeal and 
make void the tatutesthereof, And after this, that you would 
be pleaſed to determine your fitting , and before the time be 
expired to make provition for a free and full Parliament with- 
out any qualifications or reſtriftions whatſoever 3 wherein all 
parties of all perſwaſions('which is theirundoubted birth=rights 
as well as yours) way be admitted to an equal participation 
in the Government thereof, and not as ſome would and did 
adviſe, whoſe principles are too narrow for ſecuring the peace 
of thele Nations, wherein {ince the abolgtion of Monarchy 
over the ſame, weare {odivided in ſeveral circumftantials in 
relation to Worſhip in matters of Religion, yet do all unani- 
mouſly concur and agree inthe main 3 and therefore that dif- 
ference ought not to deprive any man whatſoever(being freely 
choſen by the People) from his vote in Parliament. Gentle= 
men, what everyour conceptions are in relation to thepremiſes, 
certain I am(and it is not my own lingle apprehenſion, but the 
judgement of thouſands ) you will-never be ſecure ( but al- 
wayes Animoſities, diſcontents and infurre&ions will be ſub- 
je&to arile for the ſubyertion of the Government) unleſs this 
be accompliſhrt; and therefore it will be of grand concernmenc 
unto you to take this ferioufly into your publick and private 
conſultations. n,. 
- , Jam-not ignorant (moſt worthy and grave Senators) of the 
great Power, Truſt & Confidence which the people of this Na« 
tion hath alwayes repoſed in their ſucceſſive Parliaments ; nay 
ſuch as you have had power to alter, repeal and make void any 
Law or Statute what{aever; yet certainly I think , when firft 
it pleaſed God tolet Chriſtianity take footing upon our:Eng- 
lick Borders, had: our forefathers been ſo prudent ( and had 
been ſuch ſage Polititians) as to have made ſome things in the 
conſtitution of their Government , ( like the. Laws of the 
Medes and Perſians ) unalterablegic would doubtleſs bave ſaved 
much ( if notall ) of that Chriſtian bload and vaſt treaſure 
which from time to time hath been exhauſted; and drawn from 
the veinesand finews of chis Common: wealth. .'. dana 
- I know allo(Right worthy.and Noble Truftees )thatali Laws 
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once paſſed and enacted by - 4. eſteemed ( and that deſer- 
vedly,and not without good reaſon, the fundamental. Laws: 
of this Nation ; yet ſurely fince there can no inconvenience 
happen, that ſome of them may be eſteemed fo fundamental 
as not to admit of any alteration, yet all others by you eſta- 
bliſhe may be deemed as the ſaperſtruures only in the build- 
ing,and thereupon may be by future Repreſentatives juſtly re- 
pealed, ſo often as they ſhall appear unto them deſtrugive,and 
without mercy, and burthenſome ro the good people of this 
Common-wealch, "+: 11,5 ns 543) 
And therefore not to detain you any longer by a tedious 
and prolix introduftion , I ſhall now proceed to declare my 
thoughts ( with ſubmiſhon to your Honours grave and ſage 
FJudgements) whatare thoſe foundamental Laws which in all 
Ages of the/World will be neceſſary tobe inviolably preferved, 
to ſecure the peace and Tranquility ofthis Common-wealth. 
And whereas all Lawsare( orat leaſt ought tobe, and that 
deſervedly) built upon the ſolid foundations and principles 
of right Reaſon, ( in regard man is a rational creature, and 
ought not to ſtir one ſtep in any a&, bur as heis induced 
thereunto by the Light thereof ) although I am not igncerant, 
: how that many Laws have been made (and are ftill in force,the 
miore is the pitty ) which are moſt unreaſonable and unjuſt, 
Cand ſuch were firſt caleulared only for the Meridian of carnal 
andſelf-intereſt, and therefore ought moſt deſervedly to be 
exploded and repealed; ) I ſhall therefore in laying down the 
foundations of the Government, give the beſt reaſonsthat my 
flender capacity can ſuggeſt for the cquiry thereof. | 
Imprimis then, Whereas moſt rational men in the World do 
conclude that a Democracy or Popular Government , for eſta« 
bliſhing of Laws,is the beſt that can poſſibly be imagined by the 
apprehention of man(in regard So/omor himſelf ſaich,that inthe 
mulcitude of Counſelors there is ſafecy ) then certainly this 
may be the foundation ftone , in order to the ere&ing of this 
moſt ſtarely and magnificent building, viz.. | 
- 1. That the Government of theſe Natwns of England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and the Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging, 
ſhall he by ſucceſſive Parl:aments in.the way of a Eree State and equal 
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- And whereas the admitting ': king+ſhip into the Govern=- 
mentof theſe Nations hath alwayes been(by woful experience} 
deſtru&ive, chargeable , pernicious and dangerous, ' and al- 
though they were for many years owned by us and affented 
unto for our own preſervation, (in regard we could not re- 
deemour ſelves out of that bondage) yet they were at the firſt 
bur only the effefs of the Norman conqueſt 3 And were alwayes 
(as the honeſt watermen { remember told the long Parliamenc. 
n their Adrefle and congratulation to them preſented , which 
deſerves in my apprehenſion to be engraven-on the - walls of 
your Houſe in letters of Gold,in regard they did ſo notably aſ- 
ſert 'therein your Parlimentary Authority ) but as unaturaF 
Wenns and Bunches in the Government thereof. And where-' 
as all fingle perſons whatſoever have been of the like import, 
and although ſome ſeeming difference did appear in regard of 
their titular denominations , yet in rerum natura they were 
terms equivolent. And therefore there is mueh reaſon and great 
neceſſity that this be the nexc ſtone that ſhall be inſerted into 

this itately foundation. 

. 2. That no king-ſhip ſhall be exerciſed in theſe Nations , nor no 
root, perſon whatſoever ſhall be admitted to be chief Magiſtrate 
TRered). | . 

And whereas a Houſe of Lords alſo were at their firſt infti- 
tution but the badges and reliques of the Normon ſword,and 
ſerved only as a negative voice againſt the peoples juſt rights 
and liberties, being alwayes the great obſtruors of good Laws 
and ſupporters ofthe Arbitrary unlimiceed will and pleaſure of 
Tyrannical Princes; fo that I may ſay of them, as once a witty: 
(Gentlemen did ſay concerning the late Tyrant Prote&or & his 
Counſe],. viz. As for that goodly diſtin&ion(ſaith he between 
my Lord Prote@or and his Counſel,is no morethen between 
Oliver and Cromwel; and therefore it will be very reafonable 
and neceſlary that this be the third ftone in this gocdly foun- 
:datiDnN,. viz, + 111993} " : 

>, That there ſhall be no houſe of Pecrec, | } [902 

And whereas it 1s by all men univerſally efteemedyery unrea- 
fonable, that Legitlators ſhould be Law-executioners , and 
therefore I need not ſtand-to plead for the neteſſity and-eyui» 
ry thereof, only this I may fay, that is contrary co theipros 
LA ceed- 
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ceedings of the Moft High ol, who will not paſſe ſene 
tence at the-Jaſt day in his own Perſon, but by his Vice-Roy, even 
by that Man the Lord Jeſus Chrift, whom he hath appointed Heir- 
of all chings, and by whom alſo he will Judge both quick and 
dead'; and therefore I will now joyn it to thoſe already laid in 
manner and form as followeth, viz. | 4 
4+ That the Supream Legiſlative Power of theſe Nations, and the 
* executive Adminiſtration thereof ſhall be diſtin and not in the ſame 
hands. | 
And whereas many mens lives and cftates have been moſt un- 
juily and illegally taken away, and thereupon their Families, 
their wives and childr:n have been utterly undone, and reduced 
evch to a morſcl of bread, although _ have been ſecmingly 
taken away by pretence juſtly, even by illegal and unjuſt High 
Courts of Juſtice, where mens enemies have been made the Judges 
of the Court, this is a ſhame and a reproach to a Chriſtian Com- 
mon Wealth. I know ſome will here obje& and fay that the 
King himſelf was taken away in this nature, and what will 1 fay 
that that ation was illegal? 1. anſwer, in the way that it was 
done it was fo, alchough I muſt confefſe had the Army (when 
he was reduced into their hands) taken ,him off by a Counſcl of 
Wir, the ation Cin'pegard he had appealcd to the Liw of Armes 
to decide his contrayerlic, and held out till the Jaſt,and would nog 
accept of an agreeriient, uport reaſonable terms} would have been 
far: more legal and warrantable z but in regard it was done by a 
high hand, -C I prc{ume an over-ruling providence.) I (hall fay no 
more, -but prefſc forward in my work, and Jay this ſtone, 
(which is contended for) the next in this goodly foundation 
Viz. | 
5- That no high Courts of Tuilice ſhall be ereffed, and that noper= 
ſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall ſuffer in life, limb or eſtate, but by the 
known Laws of the Land, Ine 
And whereas it cannot rationally be ſuppoſed, nor can it poſlie 
bly be immagincd thac the people of this Common=- Wealth do dce 
fire that their Repreſentatives (hould be exempted during thEtime 
of thcir Sc{ſion in Parliament, from any of the Laws and Statutes 
by them made 3 for although they do confer upon them ſo-much 
honour, as when they arc alſcmbled within their Houle to be their 
- Legiſlacors, yet when they are ————_ Houſe, they are no 
ve | more 
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more, as to matter of power, then other private perſons,and theres 
fore ought not in any refpc&to have ſuch an unreaſonable thing gi- 
ven unto them, and therefore it is very neccflary and requiſite that 
this alſo amongſt the reft be inſerted, viz. 

6. That no Member of Parliament of what rank or quality ſoever 
ſhall be exempted during the time of bis ſeſſion in Parliament from any 
of the Lays, Orders and Statutes by them made, but ſhall be as ſubje& 
thereunts as any other perſon adanſlonc, Ex ; 

And whercas there is a Law alrcady cſtabliſht and in force cor= 
cerning Taxcs and Impofitions upon the people without their own 
conſent; I need not ſay any thing here, as to the equity thereof, 
and thereforc I (hall proceed to inſert ic among the reſt of the fun= 
damental Stones in this ſtately foundation, viz. 

7. That no Moneys ſhall be raiſed, nor no Taxes ſhall be impoſed 
upon the people of this Common-Wealth bus by their own conſent, viz. 
by their own Repreſentatives duly choſen and afiembled in Parliament. 

And whereas many have made very great complaints(and Jock 
upon it as a very great oppreſſion) that they have no Truftces to 
repreſent them in Parliamemt, and thereupon have refuſed (eſteem © 
ing it an unreaſonable and unjuſt thing to be compelled thereunto) 
to pay any Taxcsthat have bcen levied in that naturc. 1 preſume 
ic will be very neceſſary (to ſarisfic all men in that particular )that 
this alſo be joyned tothe former, v1z, 

, 8. That upon the death or ſecluſion of every Member of Parliament, 
Irits ſhall be immediately iſſued out from the Lord Keepers of the Liber- 
ties of England for the EleFion of new, that ſo none (ball bave cavſe to 
complain that they bave no Truſtees to repreſent them in Parliament. 
nd whereas the Lord Paramount, the great Legiſlator of Hea« 
ver and carth hath preſeribed Laws of his own inſtitution to the 

Sons and daughtcrs of Men, in relation to their everlaſting Salva- 
tions, to whoſe Judgement alene we muſt Rand or fall ac the laſt * 
day. And whereas it hath pleaſed his Majcſty to free us Chriftians 
from that Moſaica! Law which he did formerly impoſe upon the 
pcople of the Fews, and thereupon we are ſtrongly exhorted to 
fland faſt in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt had made us free, and 
not to be entangled again with the yoke of bondage, but to ſerve 
him in ſpirit and in truth,and not to be enſlaved with the determi=e 
nations of Counſcls, Synods and Afſemblics to this or that form of 
Worſhip whatſocvcr. And whereas the iflue and conſequence. 

| thereof 
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thereof hath been in all den 2, World (whenever put in pra» 
Riſe) moſt pernitions and dangerous , and the effuſion of much 
blood, and at length the total ruine and defolation of the moſt 
Magnificent and moſt ftately Empires in the World ; and the rea» 
ſon is apparent, becauſein ſo doing they have moſt blaſphemouſs 
ly intrencht upon the Pecrleſs Majcfty and Prerogative of Almigh» 
ty God, Who faith tothoſe that arc his eacmics and will not con» 
form to his rightcous Infticutions, (and needeth got the power of 
any mortal Magiſtrate whatſoever to aflift him therein) vengeance 
1s mine, 1 will repay ſaith the Lord ; And therefore certainly it will 
unavoidably follow from principles of ſolid Reaſon, that this al- 
ſo be infcrced as a chict corner ftone in this moſt ſtately founda- 
tiON, 1g, 

9. That no coercive power whatſoever ſhall be uſed in matters of 
Religion, but that all profeſſing faith in God by Feſus Ghriſt ( though 
differing in Fudgement in ſcveral circumſtantiais in the profeſſion there- 
of ) ſhall be equally protefed, countenanced and encouraged, nor ſhall 
any be perſecuted, moleSted, refirained or compelled in their exerciſe 
thereof 3 But all perſons whatſoever offending herein ſhall be deemed the 
diffurbers of the peace, and ſhall be proceeded againſt accordingly. 

And whercas humane learning in the knowledge of Languages, 
Arts and Sciences is an Excellent and decent ornament, and a moſt 
pretious: Jewel in any man that hath the accompliſhment thereot : 
Let this alſo (becauſe all Judicious and learned men may {ce what 
wel-wiſhers our Parliaments are thereunto) be as a foundation 
tone infcrted to the former, vis, 

30. That all Schools and Seminaries of good Learning and Reli- 
gion, but more eſpecially the two famous Univerſities of this Land, Ox» 
tord aud Cambridge ſhall be equally encouraged, protefied and coun 
tenanced ; And that all the Lands, Donations, together with all the 
Charters, Immunities and municipal Lews of or belonging to any ane of 
them ſhall be ſo Strongly ſecured, that none of them (hall at any time be 
impaired or in the leaſt meaſure bepken away or diminiſhed. 

And whereas it is very juſt and rcafonable that the Seſſion of 
every Parliament ſhould be limited, as to the time of their difſo- 
lation, leaft they ſhould perpetuate themſelves, and ſo debar others 
of their native birth-right from being admitted to an equal parti» 
cipation in the government of theſe Nations. And whereas it was 
citcemed an a& of high grace and favour in the Jate Xing, when he 
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ſume then it will be very requifit that a new Parliament ſhould be 
ſummoncd every third year, and rhen of courſe the old Parliament 
to be diffolved; Even as the Common Counſel of the City of Lox= 
don are cholen cvery year, and the tormer are then of cour!e annu» 
ally diffolvel, And whereas it is very nece{ſary and cxpedicne 
that the Parliament ſhould continue their Seſſion till their full time 
be expired (althgugh they may adjourn as often and as long as they 
pleaſe) thac ſo we may have our Repreſentatives ready upon all 
occaſions, to redrefſe all our grievances, to Manage all Publick 
-Afﬀairs, to entertain all Forcign States Ambaſſadours, whereby to 
ratific, confirme and eſtabliſh a true and wcl- grounded peace 
wich our ncighbour Nations, that fo trade may be encouraged and 
increaſed both at home and abroadsz And therefore 1 ſhall nuw 
procecd to lay this ſtone in this ſtately foundation, viz. 

Il. That the Xeepers of the Liberties cf England by Authority of 
Parliament ſhall iſſue out Writs every third year for the Elefjon of a 
aew Parliament, and then the old ſhall of courſe be diſſolved, whereby 
to give way for the new Members (being duely and fairly Ele&ed) to ſuce 
ceed in their places. 

And whercas no Government in the World can poſſibly Rand 
upon a ſure and lating foundation, unlefle there be ſame ſevere 
Law cftabliſke and ducly put in execution againſt all Perſons whate 
ſfoever that ſhall endcavour the ſubverſion thereofs Ic will be 
therefore by all. men univerſally deemed neceffary that this tone 
alſo be added to the former, viz. | 

12. That every Perſon and Perſons what ſoever that ſhall aid, abet 
or contrive towards the ſubverſion of the Government as it is now efta= 
bliſhed in the way of a Free State and Common=wealth, or ſball be 
found afiually in arms for the introducing of Monarchy, or any other ſin. 
gle Perſon whatſoever to be chief Magijirate thereof, ſhall be judged 
guilty of High Treaſon, and being by ſufficient Teſtimony conviced 
thereof, ſball ſuffer the pains of deliſhh without mercy. | 

And whercas it is cftcemed a very unrighteous & an unjuſt thing 
(a thing which the great God of heaven and Earth doth perfcaly 
abhor ) that the Sons the Wives and the Relations ſhould in-any 
wiſc fuffer in matter of cſtate for the fault and offence of the Tray- 
tor. And whereas upon this very account many Gentlemen by 
State” policy have been crepan'd into a Conſpiracy , for no other 
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end, but becauſe the Tyrants that have Reigned have had fome 
ſpleen againſt thew, and that they might thereby ( ev:n efbab 
like, in the bufineſſe of Naboth)) have their Land: and Eftates ans 
n=xcd to their Crowns; and therefore it will be a very jult thing 
that all perſons ſo offending, having Wives, Children and Rel.» 
tions upon whom their Eſtates arc Entai}*d, that the perſors ſurvi- 
ving ſhould as freely enjoy, take, and poſſefe the Eſtates of every 
ſuch Traytor as if he had not ſuff:red accordingly. Bur if the 
Perſon ſo offending have an Eftate clear of his own, and hath no, 
Wifc, nor Child, nor Relation. upon whom his Eftate is entail*d 
aftcr his Diſccaſe, then it will be requiſite ( in regard no perſun 
will ſuffer thereby) that all his Lands, Goods and Chattcls thould 
be all forfcited to the Parliament, and brought into the publick 
Exchequer for the Ufe of the Comnmion=Wealth. And there» 
tore I will now inſert this Stone alſo into the foundation. 

' 13. That every Perſon and Perſons ſo offending in the caſe of High 
Treaſon, and being arraigned, convidted, and condemned thereupon,and 
if in caſe any ſuch perſon or per ſous have a competent Eſtate,and having 
Wives, Children, or Relations upon whom their Eſtate is Entailed after 
bis or their diſceaſe, then the Wife, Children, or Relations of every ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſhall freely enjoy, take, and poſieſſe the Eſtate or Eſtates 
both real and perſonal of any ſuch Traytor as if he had not ſuffered ac- 
cordingly ; But if on the contrary, tbat if any ſush perſon ſooffending 
and having a clear Eſtate of his own, and having no Wife, nor Children, 
nor Kelations upon whom his Eftate is Entail'd, then all the Lands,Goods 
and Chattels of every ſuch Traytor ſhall be forfeited to the Parliament, 
and brought into the publique Exchequer for the uſe and benefit of this 
Common=wealth. - = | | 

And whereas thereare many Lawes now in force which are de- 
trukive and without mercy; and contrary: hereunto,ic will be very 
requiſite thac ſuch be abrogated, aboliſhed and repealed (although 
I muſt confeſs] could here inſtance In ſundry more of the ſame 
Import, which I hope cither by you, or by future Repreſentatives, 
will in time be utterly made Nul and Void; and icis a ſhame thar 
ina.Chriſtian Commor-wealth ſuch horrid and impious Laws 
ſhould be cftabliſhed ; As namely, the Statutes concerning the 
Kings Bench, the Fleet, and all other ſach receptacks of injuſtice, 
and Cages of unclean Birds; asalfo thoſe many quirks and quillers 
and demucs in the Law ( by tedious Law- ſuits ) to keep men from 
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their right, ſo that if a man 2 but ten pounds owing bim, if 
his Debror will ſtand out, Fox the Lawyer will make him ſpend 
twenty ({ I am ſure] ſpeak within compaſs )) before he ſhall recovee 
it, ſo that the remedy is far worſe than the diſeaſe : And alchough 
there have been many Petitions and Addreſſes madeto Parliaments 
after Parliaments, that theſe Oppreſſions ( which as the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, make wiſe men mad ) might be taken off, yet till the 
Lawycrs ( thoſc Caterpillars and croaking Frogs which do ſwarm 
among us and cate up the fat of the Land) have had ſuch influence 
upon Supream Authority ( as being many times the Major part 
themſclves) that theſe and ſuch like cnormicies could never yetto 
this day be redrefed 5 ( but I (hall Icave them, defiring pardon for 
my digreſſion and now proceed;) and therefore it will be very re. 
quiſitc and neceſſary that this Stone allo be added to the former, 
viz, 

14, That no Laws contrary to the Fundamental Laws and Conftitn« 
tion of this Nation herein contained, ſball be binding to any of the Peaple 
of this Common=-wealth, but are hereby judged void, abrogated and re. 
pealed to all intents and purpoſes. | | 

And whereas it is very neceſfary, ſafe, and convenient that the 
Supream Authority of any Nation ſhould have the Power of Rai- 
ſing, Diſpoſing, and Disbanding of all Military Forces either by 
Scaor Land whatſoever, it will be therefore very rational that this 
be a principal Stone in this flatcly foundation, viz; 

It. That the Power of Raifing, Difpoſing and Disbanding of all the 
Forces either by Sea or Land, that ſhall be employed for the Service of 
this Common=wealth, ſhall refide in the Commons of England aſſembled 
in Parliament. | 

And that all your Laws and Statutes may be ( like the orders of 
Hcaven the great Legiſlatorg )) full of grace and compaſſion, to be 
impartially communicated to cvery individual Member of this Na- 
tion, that ſo all men may ſce and be convinced by expericnce that 
you really intend a univerſal good. (And here will affumeto tell 
you what ſome do ſuppoſe, viz. That if once Kingſhip ſhould a» 
gain in this Nation march in the Front, then Tyranny, Oppreſſion 
and Perſccution would fuddenly follow aftcr ; but it an holy and 
equal Commcn-wealth ſhould lead the Van, then Mercy, & Truth, 
and Juſtice would bring up the Rear, which the Lord of his mercy 
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ant for his mercics ſake ) £99) efors let this then be the top 
zone of this moſt ſtately foundation, viz. 

16. That no perſon or perſons whatſoever ftom the date hereof, that 
hath aided, abettedor coxrived, or hath been in atiual Mrms inthe late 
Wars, upon what pretence whatſoever, ſþall ever be called to au account 
for the ſame, but 1s hereby freely pardoned and indempnified, Loth as to 
life and Eſtate, and ſhall be equally protefied ( provided they do from 
hence forward live peaceably and quietly under the Government as it is 
now Efiabliſhed) in their Liberties, and ſhall have the benefit of all Laws 
and Statutes made therein, as any other perſons whatſoever. 

Having now ( by the good Providence of God) brought them 
to an head, I ſhall now (according to the Diſcipline of War ) draw 
them up into an handſome and complcat Body 3 and (for methods 
ſake) ſhall prefent them to your Honors in Rank and Filc in their 
Cloſe Or d lf of 0 

I. That the Government of theſe Nations of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and the Dommions and Territories thereunto belonging, - 
ſhall be in the way of a Free State and equal Commonwealth. 

Il. Thet no Kingſhip ſhall be Exerciſed in theſe Nations, nor no 
Single Perſon whatſoever ſhall be Admitted to be Chief Magiſtrate 
thereof, . | - | 

111. That there ſhall be no Houſe of Peers 

IV. That the Supream Legiſlative Power of theſe Nations, and the 
rg Adminiftration thereof ſhall be Diſtin}, and not in the ſame 
Hands 

V. That no High Courts of Juſtice ſball be Erefied, and that no 
per ſon or perſons what ſogver ſhall ſuffer either in life, limb, or eftate, but 
by the known Laws of the Land. Po v8 


V1. That no Member of Parliament of what 2 ſoever, 


ſhall be exempted during the time of his Seſſion in P aNlghvnt, from any 
of the Laws, Statutes and Orders by them made, b l be as Sub- 
Jef thereunto as any other perſon whatſoever. [ 

V 1. That no Moneys ſhall be Raiſed, nor Taxes ſhall be impoſed 
upon the People of this Common- wealth but by their own Conſent, viz. 
By their own Repreſentatives duly Choſen and Afiemiled in Parlia- + 
went. 

VIII. That upon the Death or Secluſion of every Member of Par- 
liament, Writs ſhall be immediately iſſued forth from the Lord Keepers 
of the Liberties of England for the EleQion of New, that ſo none ſhall 

| have 
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have cauſe to Complain that they FA no Truſtees to repreſent them in 
Parliament, Oh 

| X That no coercive Power whatſoever ſhall be uſed in matters of 
Religion, but what all profeſſing F aith.in God by Feſus Chriſt ( though 
differing in Judgement in ſeveral Circumiantials in the profeſſion there - 


of ) ſhall be equally Preteed, Countenanced, and Encouraged z, nor. 


ſhall any be perſecuted, moleſted, reftrained, or compelled in their Exer- 
Ciſe thereof ; but all perſons whatſcever offending herein ſhall be deem- 
ed the Diſturbers of the Peace, and ſhall be proceeded againft accor- 
dingly. | | 

X. That all Schvols and Seminaries of good Learning and Religi- 


_ 02,but more eſpecially the two famous Univerſities of this Land, Oxford 


and Cambridge ſhall be equally proteGed, Countenanced, and encourage 
ed; and that all the Lands, Donations, together with all the Charters, 
Immunities, and Municipal Lawes of or belouging to auy one of them, 
ſhall be ſo firongly ſecured and preſerved, that none of them ſhall at any 
time betmpaired, or in the leaſt meaſure be taken away, or diminiſhed, 


X I. That the Keepers of the Liberties of England by Authority of 


Parliament, ſhall ifiue out Writs every Third Tear for the Elefion of 
a New Parliament, and then the Old ſhall of courſe be Diſſolved, wheres 


by to give way for the New Members ( being duly and fairly Elefied ) to 


ſucceed in their places. | 

. X\ 11. That every perſon and perſons whatſoever that ſhall aid, abet, 
or contrive towards the Subverſion of the Government as it is now F= 
ftabliſh'd in the way of a Free State and Common wealth, or Gall be 
found aftually in Arms for the introducing of Monarchy, or any other 
Single Perſon whatſoever to be Chief Magiſtrate thereof, ſhall be ad- 


judged guilty of High Treaſon, and being by ſufficient reſtimony con« 


vicied thereof, ſhall ſuſſer the pains of Death without mercy, ; 
XillF. That every perſon and perſons ſo offending in the cafe of high 
Treaſon, and being arraigned, convicted.aud condemned thereupon,and 
if in caſe ay ſuch perſon or perſons have a competent Eſtate, and ha= 
ving Wives. Children, or Relations upon whom his or their Eftate is by 
Law entail*d after their Deceaſe, then the Wife, Children.or Relations. 
of every ſuch perſon or perſons, ſhall freely take, poſſeſſe and, enjoy the E= 
 ftateor Eſtates both real and perſonl of any ſuch Traytor as if be had not 


*. 


ſaffered accordingly. But if on the contrary, if in caſe any ſuch perſon or by 


perſons ſo offending, and having a clear Eftate of their own, aud havin 


#9 wiſe, nor children, nor relations upon whom their Eftates are-entail'd; 
| | | then / 
fl 


/ 
Ba 


"p CF Epi. ©; 


FS 


| WY. =: 
then all the Lands, Goods and (559, of every ſuch Traytor ſhall be 
forfeited to the Parliament, and brought into the publick, Exchequer for 
the uſe aud benefit of this Common«wealth. | 
XIV. That no Laws contrary to the Fundamental Laws and Con» 
Ritution of this Nation berein contained, ſhall be binding to «ny of the 
People of this Common wealth, but are hereby judged" void, abrogated, 
| andrepealed ro all intents and purpoſes, | | 
Y.V. That the power of R aiſing, Diſpoſing, and Dibanding of all the 
Forces either by Seaor Land that are or ſhall be imployed for the Ser- 
vice of this Common«wealth ſhall reſide in the Commons of England Aſ- 
ſembled in Parliament, BE 
XV 1, That no perſon or perſons whatſoever from the date hereof, 
that hath aided, abetted, or contrived, or hath been in atual Arms in 
the late Wars, upon what pretence whatſoever, ſhall ever be called to an 
account for the ſame, but is hereby freely pardoned and Indempnified 
both as to life and Eftate, and ſhall be equally Protefied { provided they 
do live bhenceforward peaceably and quietly under the Government as it is 
now Effabliſh'd ) in their Liberties, and ſhall have the benefit of all 
Laws and Statutes therein made as any other perſons whatſoever, &c. 
And now moſt Worthy and Grave Senators, tneſc things being 
accompliſhed, and you having brought the g50d Ship of this 
Common=wealth C by your ſingular Care and Wiſdoms in the 
management thereof ) into ſuch a defired Harbour , and having 
ſettled us upon ſuch a ſure and lafting a foundation, T am ure that 
all che good and moderate People of thele Nations will rejoyce 
at, and be glad to embrace, which ( certain I am ) will be ſo well 
plcafing and acceptable to Almighty God, that your very enemics 
( a5 $o/omon empharically exprefſeth ir, Prov, 16.7, ) will beat 
p-ace with you. And after this my humble requr:Rt ( as was be= 
forc intimated ) unto you is, That you wou!'d make proviſion for 
a Full and Free Parliament without any Qualifications, Proviſoce, 
o- R:arifions whatfocverz for what need any of theſe if theſe 
fundamentals be once eftabliſh*d, ratified, and confirmed 3 and in 
order thereunto it will bz very requilite, neceſſiry and convenient 
that none be admitted to Sit and Scrve as Members in Parliame:re 
without Engaging Solecmnly upon Oath, ( ncitherlce this feem 
ſtrange when as the peerlefſe Majefty of Heaven and Earth in ma» 
king Promiſes, which arc of concernment to his People, doth nor 
diſdain to engage upon the ſame account) that he will not go 
"+ about 


J 


about to alter and- make void the fundamental Lawes of this 
Common-wcalthz the Form of the Qath may be in matiner arid 
form as followeth: | | 


A.B. do now in the preſence of Almighty God, the 
[| ſearcher of all hearts, moſt ſolemuly Promiſe and Engage 
that I will not go about, during the time of my Seſſion in 
Parliament, neither dire#ly nor indirectly to alter the Go- 
vernment as it is now Eſtabliſhed in the way of a Free State 
and Common-wealth ;, or will T go about to abrogate, repeal 
and make void, but to the uttermoſt of my ability will pre- 
ſerve and eſtabliſh the Fundamental Laws thereof. 


And ſo the Lord of his mercy guide you, counſel you, dire you, and 
protec} you in all your undertakings, which ſhall be well pleaſing 
in his fight, Amen. 


Butif you arc Reſolved to cRabliſh us upon a Kingly Goverr= 
ment, or a Single Perſon tobe chick Magiſtrate of theſe Nztions, 
(although in the apprehenſions of thouſands we may be far hap« 
picr in the former ) then pray let it be Him who is ſo much de- 
fired ; and thenunlefie it be with fuch qualifications, reſtriftions, 
and proviſocs as arc here inferred , believe it, you will but enflave 
your ſclves thereby, and cntayl flavery alſo upon your Pofteritics : 
But I am perſwaded that if we had but once this Government ec» 
Rabliſh'd bur for two years at the moſt,there would be but very few 
( in regard they would be ſo ſcnfible of the benefit thereof Y that 
would deſire a Change. And then if your lenity and: indulgence 
ſhould extend fo far as to call Home thoſe Exiled Perſons to live 
- among us intheir Native Countrey, 1 am perſwaded none would 
dare to make any Infurre&ions todifturbe the Peace of this Com» 
mon=wealth upon this account 3 neither do I verily believe that 
that Perſon ot Quality would deſire any ſuch thing in regard of 
that tri and ſcycre Law that is eftabliſh'd againſt Dclinquents ug» 
on that account; And indeed for that Perſon to live among us ir 
would not be half ſo much a degradation to his honor, as it is to 
the late Richard ProteQor 3 for the Reafon is apparent, the former 
was owned by moſt of the Countics in Englandzand alfo confirmed 
by Parliament to be our chict Magiſtrate 5. but the latter wasnever 

| owned 


owned nor proclaimed by Order of Parliament eo be' our dread 
Soveraign z And truly,co ſpeak ingeniouſly, if a Parliament would 
call them over, and permit them to live among us, andthereupon 
make a general Contribution for a Sum of Money to purchaſe them 
comperent Eftates during their lives : 1 for my own particular 
( chough 1 have nothing but what I have got and do get by my own 
careful Induſtry in my lawful Calling ) would willingly ( if they 
upon ſuch Terms would accept to come over ) depoſite Ten pounds 
upon that account ; And if all would Contribute | as I know ma» 
ny would 7] proportionably, they might then ( without being ob- 
liged co forreign States for their Subſiſtance) live peaccably and 
comfortably in the Land of their Nativity. | 

And whercas in the Title of my Book | have there intimated the 


_ Propofing of a very ready and convenient way ( for the bencfit of 


every Sherift in cach County, City or Burrough, which will {ave 
them mach trouble in their Elc@ions) for the Conveening of a full 
and free Parliament, 1 ſhall therefore with ſubmiſſion to better 
Judgements C although 1 would not impoſe it upon any County, 
City or Burrough, for it is likely ſome may approve thereof, and a- 
gain- it is. probable ſome alſo may diſlike of the ſame )) offer my 
own thoughts to publick Confideration. x 

Lknow Scripture rules ſhould be prevailing Arguments to every 
modcrate and ſober-ſpirited man, and we find upon ſacred Re= 
cards, that Solomon himſelf ſaith, Prov.18.18. The Lot cauſeth Cons 
textions to ceaſe, and parteth between the mighty : And we find, thae 
oneof the Apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jclus Chrift 
after his Aſccntion, was Choſen in this manner, 47s 1. 23. And as 
I am credibly informed by a learned Hiftorian, ic was in manner 
and form as falloweth, viz. That when the Apoſtles had nominated 
two men (the one whereof was to ſucereed inthe room of him who 
betrayed his Maſter, and wasto be a Witnefſe with them of his Re» 
ſurrc&jon) they made Two Lots, which was ewo-picces of Paper 
or Parchment roul'd up ( juſt as our young Blades of the Times: 
da wear their. Y #/entines in their Hars ) in the One whereof was 
written theſe words, viz. 4 APOSTLE; and the Other was a 
Blank wherein notbing was inſcribed, Now theſe T wo Lots were 
put into ſome place: ( cither in-a Hat or. Napkin ) where they | 


- might be ſhaken together,and then the Perſons ſonominated were 


to procecd to Choice; And we findthat after they had prayed unto 


(58) | 
God to make choice of whom he pleaſed to take part of that Mini- 
ſtry and Apoſile-ſhip from which 7udas by tranſgreflion fell, they 


then gave forth their Lots, and the Lot fell upon Matthias, and he 


was numbred with the Apoftles. 

And now to bring this rarc Preſident home to our (clves,we may 
take notice that whereas we arc divided into fo many parties in Re» 
ligion, and into fo many SeRAs, who are diff-rent in Judgement in 
ſeveral Ci: cumſtantials ( which arc but the fig»leaves of Religion) 
yet we do all unanimouſly concur and agree in the mainz Andall 
theſe are Chriſtians and Free born People of Englind, and do all 
lay an <£qual claim to their juſt Rights and Libercics, both as men 
and Chriſtians,and therefore ought to be admittcd co an cqual per= 
ticipation in the Government of this Common»wealth. And 
— Parties may be reduced into Three Heads, viz. The 
Epiſcopatians, 2. the Presbyterians, 3. the SeFarians; And that all 
theſe may be ſatisfied in their ElcRions of their Members to Sic 
and Serve in Parliament : It may be very commodiouſly done in 
mann:r and form as followeth, viz. 

Aftcr Writs arc iſsucd forth irom the Lord Keepers of the Li- 
berticsoi England to every Sicriff of cach County, City or Bur= 
rough for the Elc&ion of Members to S:rve in Parliament, let 
Proclamation be made to give notice to all Partics that arc thercin 
concerned, to give their attendance at thetime and place prefixt by 
ghe Sheriffs accordingly ( the which we will ſuppoſe to be on 
Whitſan Monday continually,in regard then the daycs are almotft at 
the longeſt, and the Parliaments may thereupon alwaycs Come» 
mence their Reign from Midſummer-day following ) And being 
come to the uſual place for Ele&ions, 1:t theſe three Partics divide 
themſelves in an orderly and decent manner into Three diftin& 
Bogies, according to their ſeveral p:rſwaſions; and now being ſo 
devided, lee them proceed to the Nomination of their Members 5 
and Ict every Par:y have irce libe:ty to nominate and make choice 
of ſo many Perſons as are to be Choſen tor that County, City, Bur- 
rough, ( and I preſume they cannot reaſonably d« ſire more then 
ſo many as arc tobe choſen for the place.) And after this being 
done, Ict them all in an orderly manner repair to the Sheriff to 
preſent thoſe whom they have fo Nominated, to draw every man 
forth his Lot 3 but lct none preſume to open his Lot but the Sheriff 
only: And to make it yet more plain, 1will give you an inſtance 

in 


* 


*% 


9 pg 
in the moſt famous City of London, where there is uſually Four 


Burgeſfſes Choſen for the ſame, 
Now when all theſe three Parties are afſembled together ſort 


end aforeſaid, and being divided into three Parties, let every Par= *«.. 


ty nominate and chuſe 4. which makes up in all 12. Whercupon 
I=t the Shcerift have accordingly 12. papers or picccs of parchment 
rolled up, {and fcalcd if he think requiſite, or elſe ſome private 
mark to prevent any counterfeits in that nature) in 4. whereof ler 
theſe words be inſcribed,viz. 4 Parliament man, And after theſe Pare 
tics have nominated their full number, let them in an orderly man« 
ner repair to the Sheriff to preſent them unto him, to draw forth 
every man his lot. Whereupon let Proclamation be made by the 
Crycr with an audible Voyce to the people, to Jet them know that 
the Lots arc all drawn in an orderly and decent manner, and ask- 
ing them whether they are all agreed, and willing to conſent to 
thoſe for Members to ſerve in Parliament upon whom the Lots 
ſball fall, and che pcople by an acclamation giving their conſent, 
then lect all thoſe who have ſo drawn, in an ordcrly manner give 
forth their Lots unto the Sheriff, and wherein he finds in any of 
them the aforementioned words,viz, A Parliament man,asking him 
his namc,let him thereupon make Proclamation that ſuch aGentle= 
man is freely choſen a Member of Parliamentz And fo let every one 
accordingly be enrolled & returned according to his Writ received 
from the Keepers of the Liberties of Exg/and before mentioned. 
And after this Ceremony is performed, Letall the people by Pro- 
clamation be diſmift, and to repair quietly and peaccably home to 
their own habitations, & ce : 
And whereas Solomon Laith, Prov. 25. 81. A word fitly ſpoken is 
like Aples of Gold in pifures of filver, 1 ſhall here pretume io im- 
art my minde in a few lincs by way of advice ro the ElcQors, 
and ſo I ſhall conclude. And therefore molt worthy Countrey 
Men,my friends and Relations,if you would have Migiſtratcs as at 
the firſt,and CouncelJors as at the beginning, tizen I woutd carncf- 
Iy preſs you in the firft place to take that moit wiioitom and nota= 
ble counſel (which the meckelt man that ever br-athed upon the 
face of the earth did himſclf embrace) which Fethro gave to his Son 
in law Moſes the Servant of the Lord, Exod. 18. 43, &c. upon 
this very account, Waere you may finds jour mott notable Qua» 
lifications, which will be of excellent concernment unto you inthe 
Election 
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Eic&ion of your Magiſtrates, and if ducly cbferved, ic will une 
cloubtedly anſwer your expectations for the accemplithment of all 
thoſe holy ends and purpoſes before mentioned; as for inftance, 


i. Touareto chuſe able men,that is,nen of able parts aud abilities, 
anl alſo men of conſiderable eſtates ana fortun's; and here you may 
pleaſe to obſerve, that every hones?, good wel! meaning man is not an a= 
ble man; ani therefore this fart Qualification is very requſite and ne- 
ceſſary in your Eleions, 

' 2+ Tom are to conſe men fearing God; this is ſo plain that it needs 
#0 explication, and without this Qualification you cannot expect good 
Atagifiraies, but they will be ever and anon exceedingly corrupted, Pray 
do but peruſe Nchemiah 5, azd there you may ſee what a good Covers 
42ur Nchemiah was that hai this Qualification, I/here he ſaith that 
the former Governours that had been before him were chargeable unto the 
people, and had rxceedingly oppreſt them, nay and their ſervants dia 
hear rule over them, but ſo did not he; and the reaſon he gave was this, 
viz, becauſe of the fear of the Lord; And therefore this ſecond qualifica- 
rion is moſt requiſite and neceſſary in your Elefions, 

Z. Yon ate to chuſe mea of Truth, that is men of known integrity and 
upright neſſe in their generations, men that you obſerve do deal faithfully 
between man and man, that is impartial nuto all,that will neither reſpet? 
the perſons of the poor nor the faces of the rich in Fudgement, but will 
ditribute Juice equally and impartially unto all, which is of ſuch abſo= 
late neceſſity for humane ſociety, that as a Learned Phyl:ſopher doth ob» 
ſerve, the very ſociety of common Rogues and Thieves cannot ſubſilt with» 
out it, but will immediately be broken and fall to the ground; And 
therefore this third qualification is moſt requiſite and altogether neceſſary 
alſo in your EleGions. 

» Touare tochuſe men hating covetouſneſſe, that is, men of moſt he- 
roick, and Noble ſpirits, and that do not ſo far idolize the tranſitory pelfe 
of this I/orld as ta make it their God, tobe ſure ſuch a perſon will never 
be a good CommoneIealtks man, and therefore be is unwortby tobe a 
Stateſman, bit hs is a fellow onely fit to keep company with ſwine, and 
14 grovel in the earth, (like a muck worm as he is ) whereby to beap up 
more Treaſure into his accurſed Corban, And therefore this laf? gualifie 
eailen is.a moit excelleat qualification alſo in your Elections, 

But apain 1 would earn:fily preſs you in the next place that by 

no 
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no means you would chufe any rh 28 you ſce arc atmbi-» 
tious to be choſen, and thereupon go about (as it is too frequent» 
ty uſcd) to get ſubſcriptions to be in nominatinn, which is a moſt 
t2noble and unworthy aQion (and fo far below the ſpirit and ceme 
per of an heroick perſon, as he would be aſhamed of the very co= 
2itations thereof) for if a man havenot demeand himſclt fo wel in 


his generation as io get the love of the Country where he doth re- 


{j4e,certainly ſuch a perſon is not worthy to be in nomination for 
a Member of Parliament,for ſuch a one certainly is ambitious to be 
choſen either out of the pride of his own heart,or elſc out of ſome 
tafc {inifter end or other, on purpoſe to bring about his carnal and 
{cl'=:nded deſignes; and therefore I would adviſe you to have a 
ſp:cial care how you chuſe ſuch perſons to fit as Members in Par= 
liamentary proceedings. 

But again in the next place I would moſt earneſtly preſs you to 
have a ſpecial carc of avoiding one rock more(and it is a very dan» 
geraus one indeed, againft which the good Ship of this Common= 
Wealth hath many times been likely to ſuffer Shipwreck ) viz, FOX 
the Lawycrz And therefore 1 would defire you by no means to 
make choice of any of theſe Birds of prey and Wolycs in the Come 
mon Wealth, whoſe intereſt it is (and whoſe principal livelihood 


alſo) onely to worry the poor innocent Sheep, or e{{c how.is it that 


i0 many corrupt Laws arc now in force, which although they have 
b:en from time to time, from one Parliament after another petiti«' 
oned againſt, yet theſe Caterpillars have alwayes had ſuch influ» 
ence inthe houſe (as being often times the mejor partthereof them. 


elves) as that they could never yet be repealed, but do remain in 


fa]l torce and power to this very day- 

Again, if this way which is here propoſed be afſented unto for 
the EleHion of Members, then in the laft place I would earneſtly 
intreat you not to Maurmure and repine if in caſe the major part of 
the Parliament be not of your perſwafſion, for fince you have al- 
ready left that to Almighty God, you ought with paticnce to ac» 
quiefce in his determination- And inaſmuci as you have your pro» 
pricty in matters Temporal, and your Liberty of Conſcience in 
things Spiricual alrgady firmly ſecured, you need not fear any one 
Party whatſoever can do you any prejudice upon that account. And 
indeed who knows but if thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſwafion are the 
moſt abl: M:n for the Spirit of Government, bur it may ſo plcaſe 


God 
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God to over-rule the Ele&ions, « that the major Lots may fall up- 
on them. And who knows but if thoſe of the Presbyterian perſwa- 
fion arc the moſt able Men for the Spirit of Government, but tt may 
fo pleaſe God as that the major Iots may t-1! upon them 3.andTo 
lik. wife of the Third. And again who knows, but among ſuch a 
numuer o: Pcrfons (vize 1200.07 thereabouts) it may ſopicaſe God 
2810 overeruls the Eleftions, as thar the Lots may fall upon the moſt 
able among all Parti:s for the Spirit of Government to be our fu= 
tare R-preſentatives, And ſothe Lord of his Mercy grant a pati- 
ent, a cheerful and conltant ſubmiſſion to our preſent and future 
Magiiiratcs of what perſwaſton foever, that ſo it may pleaſe God to 
take delight to be in the midft of us, and that we rnay have his Þa- 

ternal preſence, cyert the preſence of his Love and Favour, that fo 
he may fay at the laſt Cand doubtleſs we muſt never cxpc& any ſuch 
BenediQion from him, until we arc uniced in truce Love and affe- 
Gion, and then we may certainly expe&that he that did command 
the Light to ſhine out of darkneſs will utter his voyce and ſay) Be 
ye ſetled upon a laſting Ftundation, And lct every good Chriitian 
ſay AMEN. 
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